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DECENTLY AND IN ORDER

THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT,  PART ONE



OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1.



1 Cor 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.   (KJV)



NOT ONLY ARE WE GOING TO LOOK AT THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT ARE GIVEN TO THE BELIEVER, BUT ALSO THE PROPER USE OF THEM.



1 Cor 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order.   (KJV)





WE ALSO NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT WE HAVE TO USE THE GIFTS THAT THE BIBLE SPEAKS ABOUT IN 1 COR 12, 13, & 14.





1 COR 12:1-11  

1 Cor 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

1 Cor 12:2  You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the dumb idols, 		however you were led.

1 Cor 12:3  Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, 		"Jesus is accursed"; and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor 12:4  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.

1 Cor 12:5  And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.

1 Cor 12:6  And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 		persons.

1 Cor 12:7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

1 Cor 12:8  For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 		word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;

1 Cor 12:9  to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one 		Spirit,

1 Cor 12:10  and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to 			another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 		another the interpretation of tongues.

1 Cor 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 		individually just as He wills.   (NASB)



IT IS, AS HE WILLS.  PUT A BOOK MARK AT 1 COR 12 AND TURN TO ROM 1.

IT IS  VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS, AS HE WILLS.

 





VERSE 11

Rom 1:11  For I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that 		you may be established;   (NASB)

THE IMPARTING OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS IS ...AS GOD WILLS.



WHAT ABOUT THE USE OF THE GIFTS?  I HAVE HAD PEOPLE DO THINGS THEY WERE TOLD NOT TO DO, AND THEY WOULD TURN AND TELL ME THE HOLY SPIRIT MADE THEM DO IT.  



1 Cor 14:32  and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;   (NASB)

THIS IS NOT SPEAKING ABOUT THE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET.



Hosea 4:6  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 		knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the 		law of your God, I also will forget your children   (NASB)



1 COR 14:40 READS 

1 Cor 14:40  But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.   (NASB)



I HAVE BEEN IN MEETINGS AND DISCERNED THINGS IN THE SPIRIT, BUT I WASN’T IN CHARGE OF THE MEETING.  SO IT WASN’T MY PLACE, UNLESS I WAS ASKED BY THE PERSON IN CHARGE.



WHEN I SAY,   “I DISCERNED”, I SOMETIMES WOULD DISCERN THINGS GOING ON WERE NOT OF THE SPIRIT, BUT OF THE FLESH.      



TURN TO ROM 12, VERSE 3

Rom 12:3  For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think 		more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound 		judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.   (NASB)



GOD HAS DEALT TO EACH OF US A MEASURE OF FAITH.



HOW ARE WE GOING TO BUILD OUR FAITH?

ROM 10:17 (TAPES) AND JAMES 1:22 PUTTING THE WORD INTO ACTION

 (LIFTING WEIGHTS)









ROM 12, VERSE 4.

Rom 12:4  For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not 		have the same function,

Rom 12:5  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 		another.

Rom 12:6  And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each 		exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;   		  (NASB)





UNDERLINE  according to the grace given to us,  EXPLAIN  GRACE.

                         according to the proportion of his faith;



YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND  KA-TA=ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD SET BY GOD.





IF WE SEEK HIS WILL, WE WILL FIND THE PART OF THE BODY THAT HE HAS CALLED US TO BE.  EACH ONE OF US IS A MEMBER OF THE BODY OF CHRIST.  (JOHN 7:17 AMP),  (JOB 22:21 AMP), (JOHN 4:34 AMP).



TURN BACK TO 1 COR 12, VERSE 12

1 Cor 12:12  For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members 		of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.

1 Cor 12:13  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 		whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.=THE H.S.

1 Cor 12:14  For the body is not one member, but many.

1 Cor 12:15  If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," 		it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.

1 Cor 12:16  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the 		body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.

1 Cor 12:17  If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were 		hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

1 Cor 12:18  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as  		He desired.

1 Cor 12:19  And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

1 Cor 12:20  But now there are many members, but one body.

1 Cor 12:21  And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the 		head to the feet, "I have no need of you.”   (NASB)



VERSE 22

1 Cor 12:22  On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to 		be weaker are necessary;

1 Cor 12:23  and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we 		bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly members come to have more 		abundant seemliness,

1 Cor 12:24  whereas our seemly members have no need of it. But God has so composed the 		body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,

1 Cor 12:25  that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should 		have the same care for one another.

1 Cor 12:26  And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is 		honored, all the members rejoice with it.

1 Cor 12:27  Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.   (NASB)



WHEN WE COME INTO THE BODY OF CHRIST AT THE NEW BIRTH, GOD WANTS US TO USE THE INVESTMENT HE HAS MADE IN EACH ONE OF US.



TURN TO MATT 7, VERSE 21

Mat 7:21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; 		but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Mat 7:22  "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 		name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 			miracles?'

Mat 7:23  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU 		WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'   (NASB)



THIS IS A STRONG STATEMENT, “I NEVER KNEW YOU”.

THIS GREEK WORD MEANS TO KNOW IN A COMPLETE SENSE; THAT IS TO HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF.



HE IS SPEAKING OF RELATIONSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, TAKING TIME WITH HIM, MAKING TIME FOR HIM AND KNOWING HE IS INTERESTED IN YOUR EVERY LITTLE NEED.



GO TO THE NEXT CHAPTER, CHAPTER 8.











LOOK AT MATT  8, VERSE 12



Mat 8:12  but the sons of the kingdom shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that 		place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."   (NASB)

SONS OF THE KINGDOM=UNREPENTANT JEWS



TURN TO MATT 25, VERSES 14 THROUGH 30, AND THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS .



BEFORE WE READ THE PARABLE, LET US LOOK AT VERSE 30.



Mat 25:30  "And cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there 		shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   (NASB)





I THINK THE NCV RENDERS THIS VERSE THE BEST.

Mat 25:30  Then the master said, ‘Throw that useless servant outside, into the darkness 		where people will cry and grind their teeth with pain.   (NCV)



PEOPLE WILL CRY AND GRIND THEIR TEETH WITH PAIN.  WHY?



BECAUSE THEY DIDN’T USE THEIR GOD GIVEN GIFTS, THEIR TALENTS.



TURN BACK TO 1 COR 12.  LET’S FINISH CHAPTER 12, VERSES 26 THROUGH 31.

1 Cor 12: 26  If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it.  Or if one part 		of our body is honored, all the other parts share its honor.

1 Cor 12:27  Together you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of that 		body.

1 Cor 12:28  In the church God has given a place first to apostles, second to prophets, and 		third to teachers.  Then God has given a place to those who do miracles, those who 		have gifts of healing, those who can help others, those who are able to govern, and 		those who can speak in different languages.

1 Cor 12:29  Not all are apostles.  Not all are prophets.  Not all are teachers.  Not all do 		miracles.

1 Cor 12:30  Not all have gifts of healing.  Not all speak in different languages.  Not all 		interpret those languages.

1 Cor 12:31  But you should truly want to have the greater gifts.  And now I will show you 		the best way of all.   (NCV)





THIS IS THE SECOND CLASS THAT WE HAVE BEEN LOOKING INTO THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN TO THE BELIEVER.



OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO 1 COR 12:31.

1 Cor 12:31  But you should truly want to have the greater gifts.  And now I will show you 		the best way of all.   (NCV)



WHY ARE THEY GIVEN TO THE BELIEVER?    (ADDRESS PRIDE)



WHAT IS YOUR MOTIVE FOR WANTING THE GIFTS?

2 Cor 13:5  Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.  Do you 		not realize that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test?   (NIV)



I HAVE ALSO SHOWN YOU THAT GOD HOLDS US ACCOUNTABLE TO USE THE INVESTMENT THAT HE HAS ENTRUSTED US WITH.



Mat 25:29  Those who have much will get more, and they will have much more than they 		need.  But those who do not have much will have everything taken away from 		them.’   (MARK 4:24 AMP)  

Mat 25:30  Then the master said, ‘Throw that useless servant outside, into the darkness 		where people will cry and grind their teeth with pain.’   (NCV)



LOOK BACK AT VERSE ONE.

THE LIVING BIBLE READS

1 Cor 12:1  And now, brothers, I want to write about the special abilities the Holy Spirit 		gives to each of you, for I don’t want any misunderstanding about them.   (TLB)



AND THE KJV READS

1 Cor 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.



1Cor 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order.



LOOK AT VERSE 11

1 Cor 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 		individually just as He wills.   (NASB)



LOOK AT VERSE 18

1 Cor 12:18  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as 		He desired.  (NASB)



LET US BEGIN WITH VERSE 31 TODAY.

1 Cor 12:31  But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent 		way.

1 Cor 13:1  If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 		become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.   (NASB)



THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.



A GIFT IS FREE, BUT FRUIT MUST GROW.



Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 			faithfulness,

Gal 5:23  gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.   (NASB)



A FRUIT TREE STARTS WITH A SEED BEING PLANTED.



WHEN THAT SEED DIES IN THE GROUND, IT BRINGS FORTH LIFE.



THAT LIFE IS A TREE, AND WHEN THAT TREE GROWS, IT BRINGS FORTH FRUIT.



1 Cor 13:2  And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; 		and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 			nothing.   (NASB)



SO WE SEE IN THIS VERSE, THAT WE CAN HAVE FAITH TO MOVE MOUNTAINS AND NOT BE WALKING IN LOVE.



REMEMBER WHAT JESUS SAID.



John 13:34  "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 		loved you, that you also love one another.

John 13:35  "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 		another."   (NASB)





DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE GIFTS WORK THROUGH UNHOLY VESSELS?  NO, I DON’T SEE IT LIKE THAT AT ALL.





THE FIRST THING YOU WILL HEAR A BELIEVER SAY IS, “BUT THE GIFTS ARE WITHOUT REPENTANCE.”



THEN THEY WILL BRING UP A MINISTRY THAT FELL.



EXPLAIN:  GOD WILL NEVER LET ANYONE, COMING TO RECEIVE HIS BLESSINGS, LEAVE DISAPPOINTED.



1 Cor 13:3  And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be 		burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.



IF I GIVE ALL MY POSSESSIONS TO FEED THE POOR, IT PROFITS ME NOTHING.  ALL OUR GOOD WORKS ARE USELESS, IF WE HAVE THE WRONG ATTITUDE IN OUR HEART, AND WE DON’T HAVE LOVE.   

 

1 Cor 13:4  Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 		arrogant, 



	LOVE IS NOT JEALOUS. A SPIRIT OF JEALOUSY.  

	LOVE DOES NOT BRAG. (explain bragging on self or bragging on God)

	LOVE IS NOT ARROGANT. (explain arrogance is of the flesh, 

	BOLDNESS is of the Spirit. (2 COR 3:5)



1 Cor 13:5 LOVE, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, 		does not take into account a wrong suffered,

1 Cor 13:6 LOVE does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

1 Cor 13:7 LOVE bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Cor 13:8  Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if 		there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.

1 Cor 13:9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;

1 Cor 13:10  but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

1 Cor 13:11  When I was a child, (NEPIOS) I used to speak as a child, think as a child, 		reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.   (NASB)



THE APOSTLE PAUL IS USING A NATURAL ILLUSTRATION.

1 Cor 13:12  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, 		but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.   (NASB)

James 1:23  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 		at his natural face in a mirror;  (NASB)



1 Cor 13:13  But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Cor 14:1  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 		prophesy.  (NASB)



PURSUE LOVE, BUT DESIRE SPIRITUAL GIFTS. ESPECIALLY THAT YOU MAY PROPHESY, WHY?



VERSE 2

1 Cor 14:2  For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for no one 		understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.   (NASB)



WE ARE IN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH GOD, IN OUR SPIRIT THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT.  OUR MIND CAN’T HINDER US, AND THE DEVIL CAN’T UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS REVEALING TO US.



1 Cor 14:3  But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and 			consolation.

1 Cor 14:4  One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the 		church.   (NASB)



LISTEN TO THE LIVING BIBLE.

1Cor 14:3  But one who prophesies, preaching the messages of God, is helping others grow 		in the Lord, encouraging and comforting them.

1 Cor 14:4  So a person “speaking in tongues” helps himself grow spiritually, but one who 		prophesies, preaching messages from God, helps the entire church grow in holiness 		and happiness.

VERSE 5

1 Cor 14:5  I wish you all had the gift of “speaking in tongues,” but even more I wish you 		were all able to prophesy, preaching God’s messages, for that is a greater and more 		useful power than to speak in unknown languages--unless, of course, you can tell 		everyone afterwards what you were saying, so that they can get some good out of it 		too.

I AM GOING TO CLOSE WITH VERSE 12   

1 Cor 14:12  So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the 		edification of the church. (NASB)



THIS SHOULD BE YOUR MOTIVE FOR GOD TO EMPOWER YOU WITH SPIRITUAL GIFTS,  for the edification of the church.



ANY OTHER MOTIVE WILL BRING DISASTER INTO YOUR LIFE.

OPEN UP YOUR BIBLE TO 1 COR 14.

          THIS  IS THE THIRD CLASS. WE HAVE BEEN LOOKING AT THE GIFTS OF         

           THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ALSO, THE PROPER USE OF THE GIFTS IN THE         

           CHURCH (1 COR 14:40).



LAST WEEK I CLOSED WITH VERSE 12.

1 Cor 14:12  So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the 		edification of the church.   (NASB)



THIS SHOULD BE THE MOTIVE IN YOUR HEART FOR WANTING GOD TO EMPOWER YOU WITH THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.



ANY OTHER MOTIVE WILL BRING A REPROACH TO THE LORD.



LOOK BACK TO 1 COR 13: 2 & 3.

1 Cor 13:2  And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; 		and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 			nothing.

1 Cor 13:3  And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be 		burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.   (NASB)



SO WE SEE IN THIS VERSE, THE APOSTLE PAUL IS SAYING, I CAN HAVE THE GIFTS, AND I CAN HAVE ALL KNOWLEDGE. AND EVEN IF I HAVE FAITH STRONG ENOUGH TO REMOVE EVERY MOUNTAIN  (EVERY PROBLEM) FROM MY LIFE, BUT DO NOT HAVE LOVE, I AM NOTHING.





VERSE 3

1 Cor 13:3  And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be 		burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.   (NASB)



	I SAY ALL MY GOOD WORKS PROFIT ME NOTHING, IF I DON’T WALK IN 

	LOVE.

USE OVERHEAD ON A BALANCED CHURCH.



LOOK AT 1 COR 14, VERSE 13

1 Cor 14:13  Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. (NASB)

THIS IS THE GIFT OF TONGUES. (as He wills)   



WE WILL LOOK AT THIS FURTHER, WHEN WE GET TO VERSE 33.

IN THE CONTEXT OF THESE WRITINGS, WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THREE OCCURRENCES RECORDED IN THE BIBLE.



GOD HAD BELIEVERS SPEAK IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN THE ONES KNOWN BY THE SPEAKERS.  (Tell the story of how this happened in Kenya in 1992.)



THESE ARE SOME OF THE REASONS SOME CHRISTIAN CHURCHES DON’T BELIEVE TONGUES ARE FOR TODAY.



LOOK AT VERSE 14

1 Cor 14:14  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.   (NASB)

	

	THIS IS THE PRAYER LANGUAGE FOR THE SPIRITUAL GROWTH OF THE 		BELIEVER.



THIS IS THE REASON THE DEVIL ATTACKS THIS GIFT IN EVERY BELIEVER.



THIS IS NOT AS HE WILLS. THIS IS A COMMAND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. (SEE ACTS) EVERY BELIEVER SHOULD HAVE THE PRAYER LANGUAGE OF TONGUES.



Jude 1:20  But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in 		the Holy Spirit.   (NIV)   

THIS BUILDS UP OUR SPIRIT TO OVERCOME THE FLESH.



THE LIVING BIBLE READS

Jude 1:20 But you, dear friends, must build up your lives ever more strongly upon the 		foundation of our holy faith, learning to pray in the power and strength of the Holy 		Spirit.



PUT A BOOK MARK IN 1 COR 14, AND TURN TO ROMANS 8.

VERSE 26

Rom 8:26  And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know 		how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings 		too deep for words;   (NASB)



SOMETIMES I JUST DON’T KNOW WHAT TO PRAY.



Rom 8:27  and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 		He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.   (NASB)   HE=JESUS



TURN BACK TO 1 COR 14,    

VERSE 14

1 Cor 14:14  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

1 Cor 14:15  What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with 		the mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.  			(NASB)



PRAY WITH THE MIND=PHIL 4:6

1 Cor 14:15....I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also. (NASB)

VERSE 16

1 Cor 14:16  Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of 		the ungifted say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what 		you are saying?

1 Cor 14:17  For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified.

1 Cor 14:18  I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all;

1 Cor 14:19  however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind, (WHY?)  		that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. (NASB)



THE NCV READS

1 Cor 14:19  But in the church meetings I would rather speak five words I understand in 		order to teach others than thousands of words in a different language.



IN THE NEXT VERSE, WE ARE GIVEN INSTRUCTION FOR THE CHURCH.

1 Cor 14:20  Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your 		thinking be mature. (NASB)

(USE OVERHEAD TO EXPLAIN)

Brethren, do not be children  PAHEE-DEE-ON in your thinking;

yet in evil be babes  NAY-PEE-OS

but in your thinking be mature.  TEL-I-OS #5046  (ROM 12:2)



I AM GOING TO CLOSE TODAY WITH VERSE 22.

1 Cor 14:22  So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers; 		but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers, but to those who believe. 

	(EXPLAIN 22 & 23)

1 Cor 14:23  If therefore the whole church should assemble together and all speak in 		tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad?

1 Cor 14:24  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is 			convicted by all, he is called to account by all;

1 Cor 14:25  the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and 			worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.   (NASB)

OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO 1 COR 12

VERSE 6

1 Cor 12:6  And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 		persons.

1 Cor 12:7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

1 Cor 12:8  For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 		word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;

1 Cor 12:9  to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one 		Spirit,

1 Cor 12:10  and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to 		another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 		another the interpretation of tongues.   (NASB)



THIS IS THE GIFT OF TONGUES. DOES  EVERYONE UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GIFT OF TONGUES AND THE PRAYER LANGUAGE OF TONGUES?



VERSE 11

1 Cor 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 		individually just as He wills.  (NASB)



AS HE WILLS=THIS IS SPEAKING OF THE NINE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 3 POWER GIFTS,  3 REVELATION GIFTS, AND 3 UTTERANCE GIFTS.    



FOR FOUR CLASSES, WE HAVE BEEN LOOKING AT THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AVAILABLE TO EVERY BELIEVER.



I HAVE SHOWN YOU THE RESPONSIBILITY WE HAVE TO USE THE GIFTS.



WE ALSO HAVE SEEN IN THE WORD THERE IS A PROPER USE OF THE GIFTS.



MANY OF YOU DESIRE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY, BUT SOME OF YOU NEED THE PRAYER LANGUAGE FIRST.

THIS IS NOT AS HE WILLS.  

                                                                                               

THIS IS GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE.

THIS IS THE POWER TO ENABLE YOU TO OVERCOME THE FLESH.



I AM NOT TALKING ABOUT THE UTTERANCE GIFT OF TONGUES.



TURN TO 1 COR 14

VERSE 14

1 Cor 14:14  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

1 Cor 14:15  What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with 		the mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also. (NASB)



PRAY WITH THE MIND=PHIL 4: 6 & 7

	JER 1:12, ISA 43:26, ISA 54:17, ISA 55:11, ISA 59:21, 

PRAY THE PROMISES OF GOD.



I SHALL PRAY WITH THE SPIRIT.

HOLD YOUR PLACE AND TURN TO JUDE.

MAINTAINING YOUR LIFE WITH GOD

VERSE 20 

Jude 1:20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the 		Holy Spirit,

Jude 1:21  keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 		Christ unto eternal life.

Jude 1:22  And on some have compassion, making a distinction;

Jude 1:23  but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment 		defiled by the flesh.

Jude 1:24  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you 			faultless Before the presence of His glory and exceeding joy,

Jude 1:25  To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and 		power, Both now and forever.  Amen.



HOW ARE WE GOING TO RECEIVE THIS PRAYER LANGUAGE?



#1- YOU ASK FOR IT  (LUKE 11:13)

#2- BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS  (ROM 1:11)



TURN TO LUKE 11.



THE VERSE THAT WE ARE ABOUT TO READ IS A DIFFERENT GREEK WORD TRANSLATED=ASK.



THE GREEK WORD IN MOST VERSES ON PRAYER RENDERED=ASK MEANS TO DEMAND. (explain)  Demanding satan, NOT Demanding GOD.





THE WORD THAT IS TRANSLATED HERE  AS=ASK, IS USED TO REQUEST, TO BEG.  THE SEEKING BY THE INFERIOR FROM THE SUPERIOR, BY THE CHILD FROM THE PARENT, WITH THE MEANING=TO DESIRE; TO CRAVE 

I SEE THIS AS THE KEY TO THE VERSES WE ARE ABOUT TO READ, TO DESIRE.



TELL THE STORY OF HUTTONSVILLE PRISONERS ON THE UPPER LEVEL.

WHY DID GOD MOVE THAT WAY?  BECAUSE THEY DESIRED.



THIS IS JESUS SPEAKING.

I AM USING THE (NKJV).  LUKE 11, VERSE 9

Luke 11:9  “So I say to you, ask, (DESIRE) and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 		find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

Luke 11:10  “For everyone who asks receives, (For everyone who DESIRES receives)  		and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 

REMEMBER THE MEANING OF THE GREEK WORD HERE ASK; 

MEANS TO DESIRE 



Luke 11:11  “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone?

	Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?

Luke 11:12  “Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

Luke 11:13  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 		much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

	(NKJV)

(How much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy spirit to those who DESIRE Him!”





#ONE-YOU MUST DESIRE, YOU MUST CRAVE FOR IT.

	WHY DO YOU NEED THE PRAYER LANGUAGE?

	TO BUILD YOUR FAITH, TO GIVE YOU POWER OVER THE FLESH.



#TWO-THE LAYING ON OF HANDS.

	THIS IS NOT SYMBOLIC; THIS IS A BASIC YET VERY IMPORTANT PART 		OF CHRISTIAN FAITH.  (HEB 6:1&2 NASB AND AMPLIFIED)

	IN GENESIS 48:14, JACOB LAID HIS HAND UPON JOSEPH’S  SONS FOR 		PARENTAL BLESSINGS.

(explain)

 	I HAVE ASKED THE LORD TO FORGIVE ME FOR MAKING LIGHT OF THE 		LAYING ON OF HANDS, AS A POINT OF CONTACT, AND SAYING HE CAN 		TOUCH YOU IN YOUR SEAT.  AND HE CAN, BUT NOT IN THE SAME WAY.



THE LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR THE LABOR OF APOSTLESHIP.

THE CHURCH FASTED AND PRAYED, AND THEN THE LEADERSHIP LAID HANDS ON SAUL & BARNABUS FOR MISSIONARY LABORS. 

(TURN TO ACTS 13: 2&3)



THE LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR MINISTRY GIFTS

1 Tim 4:14  Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 		laying on of the hands of the presbytery.  

THE NKJV READS eldership.  Pres-boo-ter-ee-on-meaning aged men of DIGNITY, 		WISDOM, AND MATURITY.



1 Tim 5:22  Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep 		thyself pure.

II TIM 1:6  THE APOSTLE PAUL WRITES

2 Tim 1:6  And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you 		through the laying on of my hands.   (NASB)



	IN 1990, I HAD HANDS LAID ON ME AND THE MINISTRY GIFTS WERE MADE MANIFEST FROM THAT DAY ON BY PASTOR AMY LALLI’S HANDS AND GOD’S WILL.

	IN 1994, I WENT TO THE STATE OF WASHINGTON AND HAD HANDS LAID ON ME AT MY ORDINATION.

	IN 1996, I DROVE OVER 1100 MILES TO HAVE DR. LESTER SUMRALL LAY HANDS ON ME TO IMPART A STRONGER ANOINTING INTO MY SPIRIT.

(ROM 1:11)



DOES THIS MEAN WE CAN JUST RECEIVE GIFTS FROM ALL THE GREAT MINISTERS WALKING IN THE POWER OF GOD?

NO, FIRST YOU HAVE TO BE CALLED TO THE FIVE FOLD MINISTRY.  

THEN YOU HAVE TO BE WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE.

	 THE BIBLE SAYS MANY ARE CALLED BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN.



DR. SUMRALL HAD HANDS LAID ON HIM BY SMITH WIGGLESWORTH.  WIGGLESWORTH PRAYED, “LORD, GRANT THAT MY SPIRIT WILL REST UPON LESTER SUMRALL.” 

TELL HOW GOD USED WIGGLESWORTH TO RAISE PEOPLE FROM THE DEAD.



BE CAREFUL WHO LAYS HANDS ON YOU. 

IN WITCHCRAFT, HANDS ARE LAID ON FOR DEMONIC WORSHIP.

(MARK 16:18)

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR POSITION TO SET ASIDE LEADERS; AUTHORITY



Num 27:18  So the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is 		the Spirit, and lay your hand on him;   (NASB)



GOD COMMANDED MOSES TO LAY HIS HAND UPON JOSHUA.  IT SYMBOLIZED THE TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY.  



Deu 34:9  Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had 		laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD 		had commanded Moses. (NASB)



THE LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR LAYMAN’S LABOR.  

DEACONS SET ASIDE.  ACTS 6:1 THROUGH 6



IN CLOSING TURN TO ACTS 8.

VERSE 14 (NASB)

Acts 8:14  Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word 		of God, they sent them Peter and John,

Acts 8:15  who came down and prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:16  For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in 		the name of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 8:17  Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy 		Spirit.   (NASB)





EVEN THE GREAT APOSTLE PAUL RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE LAYING ON OF HANDS.



ACTS 9:17

Acts 9:17  And Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him 		said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you 		were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight, and be filled with the 		Holy Spirit."   (NASB)











                   















































THE MILITANT CHURCH 

CONFIDENCE IN PRAYER

OPEN UP YOUR BIBLE TO II TIM 1.

VERSE 7 

�PAGE  �1�2 Tim 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 		sound mind.   (KJV)



VERSE 7

2 Tim 1:7  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 			discipline.  (TI-MID-IT-TEE)   (NASB)



TURN TO JOHN 10:10.

John 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 		that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.   (KJV)



JOHN 10:10 TEACHES

 	Explain:  thief=GREEK=Klep-Tace,  ENGLISH=KLEPTOMANIAC

	Explain:  Abundantly=GREEK=per-is-sos’=OVERFLOWING MORE THAN 			ENOUGH.





TURN TO I JOHN 5.

1 John 5:14  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 		according to his will, he heareth us:

1 John 5:15  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 		petitions that we desired of him.   (KJV)





LOOK AT VERSE 14.  

#1.  ASK ACCORDING TO HIS WILL.



VERSE 15

#2.  IF WE KNOW HE HEARS US, WE HAVE WHATEVER WE ASKED FROM HIM.



JESUS, WHEN SPEAKING for HIS DISCIPLES or  HIMSELF, NEVER USES THE GREEK WORD ASK, WHICH MEANS TO BEG OR REQUEST.

#154-ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require.  DER. of #4441 TO DEMAND.



MARTHA, IN JOHN 11:22, USED THE WORD TO BEG THE FATHER.



I HEAR MANY PEOPLE PRAYING “IF IT BE YOUR WILL”.



“IF IT BE THY WILL” IS NEVER SAID IN THE BIBLE IN RELATION TO A HEALING OR ANSWER TO PRAYER. 



IT IS ONLY USED IN A PRAYER OF COMMITMENT,

AS IN JESUS’ COMMITMENT TO HIS SACRIFICE.



JOHN 15:7 (KJV)

John 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 		shall be done unto you.  (explain Greek word MENO=ABIDE)  

	ASK WHAT YOU WILL, IN LINE WITH THE FATHER’S WILL, THE WORD.





WE JUST PRAYED FOR SOMEONE WITH A TUMOR.  (IT’S GONE)  I KNEW IT IN MY SPIRIT, BEFORE I RECEIVED THE GOOD REPORT.  





I JUST CURSED THE INFECTION IN A BOY’S LEG AND SPOKE HEALING INTO THAT LEG.  WHEN I DID, I BELIEVED, AND IT STARTED HEALING.



THE MOTHER TOLD ME, LATE THAT NIGHT BY TELEPHONE, THAT IT LOOKED BETTER THAN IT HAD OVER THE PAST WEEK.  PRAISE GOD!  



WHY? HER ANSWER WAS THAT HER CHURCH WAS PRAYING FOR HEALING.  BUT NO ONE EVER PRAYED WITH HER TO COMMAND THE INFECTION TO LEAVE.



LUKE 10:19   MATT 18:18   MATT 18:19 ( AGREEMENT ) 



HOW CAN I BE SO SURE THAT GOD IS HEARING MY PRAYERS?



BECAUSE I KNOW THE POWER OF THE BLOOD OF JESUS.



PROV 15:29 & 5:16 OF JAMES TEACHES US THAT GOD HEARS AND ANSWERS THE PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN, THOSE WHO ARE IN RIGHT STANDING WITH HIM.



II COR 5:21      II COR 3:5

ISAIAH 64:6

NOT SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS



TURN TO HEBREWS 4.

VERSE 14

Heb 4:14  Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 		Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Heb 4:15  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 		but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may 		receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.   (NASB)



THE KJV READS.

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 		and find grace to help in time of need.



EZEKIEL 21:14  READ THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE.

Ezek 21:14  “You therefore, son of man, prophesy, and clap your hands together; and let 		the sword be doubled the third time, the sword for the slain.  It is the sword for the 		great one slain, which surrounds them,   (NASB)



TURN TO JOB 22.

VERSE 28

Job 22:28  "You will also decree a thing, and it will be established for you; And light will 		shine on your ways.   (NASB)



READ JOB 22:21 THROUGH 30.





TURN TO ROM 10.

VERSE 8

Rom 10:8  But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND 		IN YOUR HEART"-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,   (NASB)





IN CLOSING, TURN TO MARK 11:23.

Mark 11:23  "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into 		the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to 		happen, it shall be granted him.   (NASB)





READ PSALM 8:4 THROUGH 8.



OPEN UP YOUR BIBLE TO II TIM 1.

VERSE 7

2 Tim 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 		sound mind.  (KJV)



THE NASB READS.			     (TI-MID-I-TEE)

2 Tim 1:7  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 			discipline.



TURN TO HEBREWS 4.

VERSE 16

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 		and find grace to help in time of need.   (KJV)



THE NASB READS.

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may 		receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.





THIS IS WHAT WE ARE TEACHING ON TODAY.

COMING TO GOD IN PRAYER WITH CONFIDENCE AND

NOT SELF CONFIDENCE, BUT CONFIDENCE IN HIM. (JER 1:12)





CONFIDENCE IN THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST.

	PROVERBS 15:29 & 5:16 OF JAMES SAYS GOD HEARS AND ANSWERS THE 		PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS.  (II COR 5:21)





WHEN I WAS IN ENGLAND, I WENT TO THE CASTLE OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS.  THERE WAS A PLAQUE THAT READ: “THE QUEEN FEARED THE PRAYERS OF JOHN KNOX MORE THAN ALL OF THE ARMIES OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND PUT TOGETHER.”  WHY?  BECAUSE JOHN KNOX KNEW HOW TO PRAY AGGRESSIVELY AND MILITANTLY.  













IN THE EARLY DAYS OF AMERICAN HISTORY, THE GENERALS WHO WON WERE THE GENERALS WHO PRAYED MILITANTLY.



ONE DAY A FARMER, APPROACHING THE CAMP AT VALLEY FORGE, HEARD AN EARNEST VOICE.  THEN HE SAW GEORGE WASHINGTON, ON HIS KNEES AND HIS CHEEKS WERE WET WITH TEARS, PRAYING TO GOD.



HE RETURNED HOME AND SAID TO HIS WIFE, “GEORGE WASHINGTON WILL SUCCEED!  THE AMERICANS WILL WIN THEIR INDEPENDENCE!”



HIS WIFE ASKED, “WHAT MAKES YOU THINK SO, ISAAC?”



THE FARMER REPLIED, “I HEARD HIM PRAYING, HANNAH.  HE WAS OUT IN WOODS PRAYING TODAY, AND THE LORD WILL SURELY HEAR AND ANSWER HIS PRAYERS.  WE CAN REST ASSURED THAT HE WILL.”



WHY WAS THIS FARMER SO SURE?



TURN TO JOB 22:28.

Job 22:28  You will also declare a thing, And it will be established for you;  So light will 			shine on your ways.   (NKJV)



THE HEBREW WORD HERE TO DECLARE OR TO DECREE MEANS:  

1504 gazar, gaw-zar’; a prim. root; to cut down or off; (fig.) to destroy, TO CONSUME, TO BE UNDONE,



WE ARE TALKING ABOUT DESTROYING AND CUTTING DOWN THE MOUNTAINS IN OUR LIVES.



WHAT ARE MOUNTAINS IN THE WORD OF GOD?  MARK 11:23, SPEAK TO THE MOUNTAIN.  WHO?  YOU, NOT GOD.



Job 22:28  "You will also decree a thing, and it will be established for you; And light will 		shine on your ways.   (NASB)



YOU DECLARE IT, AND THEN GOD WILL ESTABLISH IT FOR YOU.  WHY?









HOW CAN WE BECOME THIS CONFIDENT IN PRAYER?

TURN TO PROVERBS 14.

VERSE 26

Prov 14:26  In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, And his children will have 		refuge.   (NASB)



THIS WORD FEAR MEANS REVERENCE AND WORSHIP, NOT II TIM 1:7 FEAR.



READ THE AMPLIFIED.  PROVERBS 14:26 & 27



IN EXODUS 25:22, GOD SAID HE WILL MEET WITH US IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES.   WHERE IS THE HOLY OF HOLIES?  IT IS IN THE INNER COURT, WORSHIP.



GO TO PROVERBS 3.

Prov 3:26  For the LORD will be your confidence, And will keep your foot from being 		caught.   (NASB)



WE ARE TALKING ABOUT CONFIDENCE IN PRAYER, MILITANT PRAYER.



TURN TO EZEKIEL 6.

VERSE 11

Ezek 6:11  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and 		say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! for they shall fall by the 		sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.   (KJV)



THE NASB READS.

VERSE 11

Ezek 6:11  "Thus says the Lord GOD, 'Clap your hand, stamp your foot, and say, "Alas, 		because of all the evil abominations of the house of Israel, which will fall by sword, 		famine, and plague!



WE NEED TO GET MAD AT THE DEVIL IN PRAYER.



TURN TO EZEKIEL 21.

Ezek 21:14  Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands together, and let 		the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of the slain: it is the sword of the 		great men that are slain, which entereth into their privy chambers.   (KJV)



READ THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE OF EZEKIEL 21:14.

WE NEED TO SPEAK TO THAT MOUNTAIN IN OUR LIVES.

TURN TO ROMANS 10:8.



Rom 10:8  But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND 		IN YOUR HEART"-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,   (NASB)



SPEAK THE WORD BOLDLY, AND GOD WILL NOT DISAPPOINT YOU.



LOOK AT VERSE 11.

Rom 10:11  For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE 		DISAPPOINTED."   (NASB)





THE KJV READS. 

Rom 10:11  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.







IN CLOSING, TURN TO PHIL 1.

VERSE 6

Phil 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 		perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.   (NASB)





I JOHN 5: 14 & 15

1 John 5:14  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 			according to his will, he heareth us:

1 John 5:15  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 		petitions that we desired of him.   (KJV)



















































































UNDERSTANDING RIGHTEOUSNESS





OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO II COR 5.

VERSE 21

2 Cor 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become 		the righteousness of God in Him.   (NASB)	



I WANT TO BEGIN A SERIES OF TEACHINGS TODAY ON,

“UNDERSTANDING RIGHTEOUSNESS”



VERSE 21 TEACHES THAT JESUS KNEW NO SIN.



THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED KNEW IS USED IN MATT 1:25.

Mat 1:25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his 		name JESUS.  (KJV)  (EXPLAIN)  



THIS SAME WORD IS FOUND IN THE LOVE LETTERS, 1ST, 2ND, AND 3RD JOHN, SPEAKING ABOUT FELLOWSHIP.  (EXPLAIN)



LOOK AT VERSE 21 AGAIN.

2 Cor 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become 		the righteousness of God in Him.   (NASB)



JESUS CAME TO KNOW SIN IN A PERSONAL WAY.  JESUS DID NOT SIN.

HEBREWS 4:15 READS

Heb 4:15  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 		but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.   (NASB)

	(TEMPTED=JAMES 1:12-17)



WHY WAS THIS DONE?  LOOK AT PART B OF II COR 5:21.

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.





WE HAVE BEEN MADE RIGHTEOUS, IN RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD THE FATHER, IN HIM.



SAY IT WITH ME.  I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN JESUS.

SAY IT AGAIN.  SAY IT AGAIN.  SAY IT AGAIN ONE MORE TIME.











LET US READ VERSE 21 ONE MORE TIME, BEFORE WE MOVE ON.

2 Cor 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become 		the righteousness of God in Him.   (NASB)



THIS IS THE TRUTH, THE LIVING WORD OF GOD.  (JOHN 8:32)



BUT IF YOUR MIND DOESN’T UNDERSTAND RIGHTEOUSNESS, THIS TRUTH CAN’T SET YOU FREE.



LET’S LOOK AT AN O.T. EXAMPLE OF NOT UNDERSTANDING RIGHTEOUSNESS.   THEY DID NOT HAVE A NEW AND BETTER COVENANT AS WE DO.  (HEBREWS 8)



WAS ANYONE SAVED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?  YES.  HOW?  (EXPLAIN)

WAS ANYONE BORN AGAIN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?  NO.



TURN TO NUM 13.

VERSE 31.  THE STORY OF SPYING OUT THE LAND THAT GOD GAVE THEM.

Num 13:31  But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against 		the people, for they are too strong for us."

Num 13:32  So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had 		spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land 		that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great 		size.=GIANTS   (NASB)



VERSE 33, PART B

Num 13:33 B. and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their 		sight." (NASB)

THE WAY YOU SEE YOURSELF IS THE WAY MOST PEOPLE WILL VIEW YOU.  



THEN ALL THE PEOPLE HAD A GREAT PITY PARTY.

VERSE 1 OF CHAPTER 14

Num 14:1  Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept 		that night.  (NASB)





JUMP DOWN TO VERSE 7.  LISTEN TO JOSHUA AND CALEB.

Num 14:7  and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, "The land 		which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.

Num 14:8  "If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it 		to us-- a land which flows with milk and honey.   (NASB)



DID JOSHUA AND CALEB SEE A DIFFERENT LAND THAN THE OTHERS?



NO, THEY JUST KNEW THAT THEY WERE IN RIGHT STANDING WITH THEIR GOD.



THEY KNEW THEIR POSITION WITH GOD.



IF YOU LOOK UP THE WORD POSITION IN THE ENGLISH DICTIONARY, THIS IS WHAT YOU WILL FIND.  

1.  A frame of mind affecting one’s thoughts or behavior

    a.  attitude  b. outlook  c. posture  d. stance



WHEN WE UNDERSTAND OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS IN CHRIST, IT CHANGES OUR 

a.  OUR ATTITUDE, OUR THINKING

b.  OUR OUTLOOK, HOW WE SEE OURSELVES.

c. & d.  IT WILL CHANGE OUR POSTURE AND STANCE, AND HOW WE STAND 		AGAINST THE ENEMY.



TO CHANGE THESE AREAS OF LIFE, WE MUST HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD, NOT ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF MAN.  (MATT 15:6 AMP. BIBLE)



LISTEN TO THIS STORY ABOUT A SHOE COMPANY THAT WAS PUT UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP.  THERE WERE TWO SALESMEN SENT TO TWO ISLANDS.  (TELL STORY)



ONE HAD THE SAME ATTITUDE AND THE SAME POSITION AS THE MEN WHO WENT TO SPY OUT THE PROMISE LAND.   ALL THEY COULD SEE WAS THE GIANTS.



THE OTHER ONE HAD THE SAME SPIRIT, THE SAME ATTITUDE, AND THE SAME POSITION AS JOSHUA AND CALEB.



THEY HAD A PHIL 4:13 ATTITUDE.

Phil 4:13  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.   (NASB)



EPH 4:22-24, VERSE 23 BRIDGE











IN CLOSING, TURN TO ROMANS  5.

LET’S START AT VERSE 15

Rom 5:15  But the FREE GIFT is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of 		the one ADAM the many died, (SPIRITUALLY) much more did the grace of God 		and the GIFT by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.

Rom 5:16  And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the 		one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but 		on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 			justification.   (NASB)



VERSE 15 & 16 STATES THAT OUR JUSTIFICATION IS A RESULT OF A FREE 		GIFT GIVEN TO US BY AND THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.

	YOU DON’T WORK FOR A GIFT. A GIFT IS GIVEN TO YOU.



VERSE 17

Rom 5:17  For if by the transgression of the one, (SPIRITUAL) death reigned through the 		one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 			righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.   (NASB)



THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE ABUNDANCE OF GRACE AND OF THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL REIGN IN LIFE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.



DO YOU WANT TO REIGN IN ALL AREAS OF YOUR LIFE?



THEN YOU MUST RECEIVE THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN YOUR MIND.



RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SOMETHING YOU RECEIVE,  NOT SOMETHING YOU DEVELOP OR GROW INTO.



THERE ARE SOME THINGS YOU CAN GROW IN.  



FOR EXAMPLE, YOU CAN GROW IN LOVE, BUT YOU CAN’T GROW IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 



YOU WILL NEVER BE ANY MORE, OR LESS RIGHTEOUS, THAN YOU WERE WHEN YOU WERE FIRST BORN AGAIN.











OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO II COR 5.

VERSE 21

2 Cor 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become 		the righteousness of God in Him.   (NASB)



WE HAVE BEEN MADE RIGHTEOUS, AND IN RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD THE FATHER, IN HIM.  



SAY IT WITH ME.  I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN JESUS.  SAY IT AGAIN WITH ME.



TURN TO ROM 5.  THIS IS WHERE WE STOPPED IN OUR SUNDAY SERVICE.

VERSE 15

Rom 5:15  But the FREE GIFT is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of 		the one the many died, (SPIRITUALLY) much more did the grace of God and the 		GIFT by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.

Rom 5:16  And THE GIFT is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on 		the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, 		but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 		justification. (NASB)



VERSE 15 & 16 STATES THAT OUR JUSTIFICATION IS A RESULT OF A FREE GIFT GIVEN TO US BY AND THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.

YOU DON’T WORK FOR A GIFT.  A GIFT IS GIVEN TO YOU.



Rom 5:16  And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the 		one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but 		on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 			justification.

Rom 5:17  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much 		more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will 		reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.   (NASB)



PART B OF VERSE 17 READS:

	those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign 		in life through the One, Jesus Christ.





WHEN DO WE RECEIVE THIS GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS?  (THE NEW BIRTH)





VERSE 18

Rom 5:18  So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, 		even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all 		men.   (NASB)



WHEN YOU BECAME BORN AGAIN, YOU RECEIVED YOUR JUSTIFICATION.  ROM 10:9 & 10

VERSE 19

Rom 5:19  For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so 		through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.   (NASB)



IN OUR LAST CLASS, WE TOOK A LOOK AT JOSHUA AND CALEB, AND HOW THEY KNEW THAT THEY COULD DO ANYTHING GOD SAID THEY COULD.



THEY KNEW THEY WERE IN RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD.



BEFORE WE CONTINUE STUDYING VERSES ON RIGHTEOUSNESS, I WANT TO SHOW YOU SOMETHING JESUS SAID TO US.



I SEE TWO THINGS JESUS SAID THAT CAN HOLD OUR MIND CAPTIVE FROM OUR TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS.



TURN TO MATT 6.

THE FIRST THING I SEE BEGINS IN VERSE 19.

Mat 6:19  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 			destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

Mat 6:20  "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 		destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

Mat 6:21  for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.   (NASB)





WE CAN USE THE WORD OF FAITH TO SEEK THE TREASURES OF THIS WORLD AND BECOME DECEIVED.



1 Tim 4:1  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow 		deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.

1 Tim 4:2  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been 		seared as with a hot iron.  JAMES 3:16   (NIV)







LOOK AT VERSE 22

Mat 6:22  The light of the body is the eye: (THE UNDERSTANDING) if therefore thine 		eye (THINE UNDERSTANDING) be single, (BE CLEAR), thy whole body shall be 		full of light.  (FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WAYS.)



VERSE 23

Mat 6:23  But if thine eye, (UNDERSTANDING) be evil, (BE ENVIOUS,) thy whole body 		shall be full of darkness.  (FULL OF MISERY.)  If therefore the light, (THE 			KNOWLEDGE OF GOD) that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!  		(ERROR, THAT IGNORANCE.)   (KJV)



THESE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THE ENEMY WILL TRY TO USE TO KEEP YOU FROM WALKING AND LIVING IN THE TRUTH.  THE TRUTH IS THAT YOU BECAME RIGHTEOUS THE DAY YOU RECEIVED JESUS CHRIST AS YOUR LORD  AND SAVIOR.



WE JUST LOOKED AT A FEW THINGS THAT WOULD KEEP OUR MIND FROM UNDERSTANDING OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.



WE NEED TO HAVE A PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

IF WE DON’T UNDERSTAND, IT WILL HINDER OUR PRAYER LIFE.



TURN TO JAMES 5.

VERSE 16

James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 		healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.   (KJV)  		(EXPLAIN)

16b=The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  (PROV 15:29)



Prov 15:29  The LORD is far from the wicked:  but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.



I WANT YOU TO SEE SOMETHING VERY IMPORTANT IN VERSE 17.

James 5:17  Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 		that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and 		six months.   (KJV)



THE NASB READS.

James 5:17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 







VERSE 16 TEACHES THAT THE PRAYERS OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN ARE ANSWERED.  (PROV 15:29 & JAMES 5:16)



VERSE 17 TEACHES THAT  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours,

ELIJAH HAD THE SAME FLESH TO DEAL WITH AS YOU AND I.  BUT, HE DIDN’T LET IT HINDER HIS PRAYER LIFE!



VERSE 18

James 5:18  And he prayed again, and the sky poured rain, and the earth produced its 		fruit.   (NASB)

HOW CAN WE BECOME THIS CONFIDENT IN PRAYER?  (I JOHN 5:14 & 15)

	#1.  KNOWING THE FATHER’S WILL, THE WORD

	#2.  KNOWING HE HEARS YOU, HOW ARE YOU GOING TO KNOW?				(I JOHN 1:7 & I JOHN 1:9)

 

AND LOOK BACK AT VERSE 16a.

James 5:16  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that 		you may be healed.   (NASB)  (HEB 9:14)



WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WHERE OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS COMES FROM.

TURN TO COL 1.

VERSE 22

Col 1:22  But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to 			present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- (NIV)





THE LIVING BIBLE READS.

Col 1:22  He has done this through the death on the cross of his own human body, and now 		as a result Christ has brought you into the very presence of God, and you are 		standing  there before him with nothing left against you--nothing left that he could 		even SCOLD you for;  (NIV)





VERSE 23

Col 1:23  the only condition is that you fully believe the Truth, standing in it steadfast and 		firm, strong in the Lord, convinced of the Good News that Jesus died for you, and 		never shifting from trusting him to save you. This is the wonderful news that came 		to each of you and is now spreading all over the world. And I, Paul, have the joy of 		telling it to others. (NIV)





TURN TO ROMANS 10.

VERSE 10

Rom 10:10  for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 		he confesses, resulting in salvation.

Rom 10:11  For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE 		DISAPPOINTED."   (NASB)



THE LIVING BIBLE READS.

Rom 10:10  For it is by believing in his heart that a man becomes right with God; and with 		his mouth he tells others of his faith, confirming his salvation.

Rom 10:11  For the Scriptures tell us that no one who believes in Christ will ever be 			disappointed.



IN CLOSING, TURN BACK TO CHAPTER 4 OF ROMANS.

VERSE 3

Rom 4:3  For what does the Scripture say? "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT 		WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."

Rom 4:4  Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is 		due.   (NASB)





YOU CAN’T WORK FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS  (EPH 2:8 & 9)



Rom 4:5  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 		his faith is reckoned as righteousness,

Rom 4:6  just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons 		righteousness apart from works:

Rom 4:7  "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 			FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED.

Rom 4:8  "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO 		ACCOUNT."

Rom 4:9  Is this blessing then upon the circumcised, or upon the uncircumcised also? For 		we say, "FAITH WAS RECKONED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."

Rom 4:10  How then was it reckoned? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not 		while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;

Rom 4:11  and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 		which he had while uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all who believe 		without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them,   (NASB)







OPEN UP YOUR BIBLE II COR 5.

VERSE 21

2 Cor 5:21  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 		the righteousness of God.   (NIV)



IN OUR LAST CLASS, WE LOOKED AT JAMES 5:16 & 17, CONCERNING THE PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS.



James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 		healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.   (KJV)



IN VERSE 16, WE SEE THAT ELIJAH WAS A MAN THAT TOOK FULL ADVANTAGE OF WHAT BELONGED TO HIM.



VERSE 17

James 5:17  E-li-as, (OR ELIJAH)  was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he 		prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space 		of three years and six months.   (KJV)



IN VERSE 17, WE SEE ELIJAH HAD TO DEAL WITH THE SAME FLESHLY PASSIONS AND DESIRES THAT WE DEAL WITH.



BUT, HE DIDN’T LET IT AFFECT HIS PRAYER LIFE!



HE UNDERSTOOD RIGHTEOUSNESS.



TURN TO ROMANS 4.

VERSE 3

Rom 4:3  For what does the Scripture say? "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT 		WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."

Rom 4:4  Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is 		due.

Rom 4:5  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 		his faith is reckoned as righteousness,   (NASB)



WHAT DOES THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED BELIEVE MEAN?











THE WORD BELIEVE #4100 MEANS:

WITH A PERSONAL TRUST AND A CONFIDENT SURRENDER AND A FIRM RELIANCE, IN HIM, IN JESUS.



TURN BACK TO CHAPTER ONE OF ROMANS.

VERSE 16

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 		salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.   (KJV)



LOOK AT VERSE 17

Rom 1:17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 		written, The just shall live by faith.   (KJV)



PART A OF VERSE 17 READS

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith

YOU CAN’T GROW IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT COMES FROM GOD, AS A FREE GIFT, WILL BE REVEALED TO YOUR MIND THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST AND THE WORD OF GOD! 



(ROM 10:17)

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith





PART A OF VERSE 17 READS:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

THIS GREEK WORD TRANSLATED JUST MEANS RIGHTEOUS AS OTHER TRANSLATIONS RENDER IT.



LISTEN TO THE NASB.

Rom 1:17  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 		"BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."



THE NIV READS

Rom 1:17  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by 		faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."



WHEN WE BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT IS GIVEN TO US AS A FREE GIFT, IT WILL BEGIN TO BUILD OUR CONFIDENCE AND FAITH.  WHICH WILL IN TURN FLOW OVER INTO OUR PRAYER LIFE.







TURN TO GAL 3.

VERSE 11

Gal 3:11  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The 		just shall live by faith.   (KJV)





THIS IS THE SAME GREEK WORD MEANING RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT WE LOOKED AT IN ROMANS 1:17.





THE NASB READS

Gal 3:11  Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE 			RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."





TURN TO HEB 10

VERSE 38

Heb 10:38  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have 		no pleasure in him.



VERSE 39

Heb 10:39  But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have 		faith to the preserving of the soul.

TO THE PRESERVING OF THE SOUL



WHAT IS OUR SOUL?  IT IS OUR MIND, OUR WILL, AND OUR EMOTIONS.





LOOK AT THE NEXT VERSE.

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

	(NASB)





I HOPE YOU ARE BEGINNING TO SEE, THAT AS WE BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, IT ACTIVATES OUR FAITH IN HIM.





WE ALSO FIND THIS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.







HOW WERE SAINTS MADE RIGHTEOUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?



Hab 2:4  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by 		his faith.   (KJV)

<Righteousness> (OT)  v4, Mal 3:18.  (Gen 6:9; Luke 2:25)



LUKE 2:25-35  STORY OF SIMEON THE RIGHTEOUS MAN



HERE IS THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE BIBLE.  THE CAUSE OF LIFE AND DEATH IS PRESENTED. TRUST IN GOD BRINGS LIFE, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. (Gen 15:6; John 3;16; Rom 6:23) 

PRIDE LEADS TO DEATH, BECAUSE IT WILL NOT ACCEPT BY FAITH THE GRACE OF GOD. (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38)



THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH RECEIVES IT’S RIGHTEOUSNESS AT THE NEW BIRTH THROUGH OUR FAITH.



TURN TO ROM 10:10.

Rom 10:10  for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 		he confesses, resulting in salvation.   (NASB)



BEFORE WE CLOSE, LET US LOOK AT SOMETHING THAT WILL KEEP OUR MIND FROM RECEIVING OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.





TURN TO JOHN 5.

THIS IS JESUS SPEAKING TO THE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE.

BEGINNING IN VERSE 36

John 5:36  "But the witness which I have is greater than that of John; for the works which 		the Father has given Me to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness of 		Me, that the Father has sent Me.

John 5:37  "And the Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. You have neither 		heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.

John 5:38  "And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him 		whom He sent.   (NASB)





LISTEN TO THE NEXT VERSE 

John 5:39  "You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal 		life; and it is these that bear witness of Me;  (NASB)



VERSE 40

John 5:40  and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.  (NASB)





WE STILL HAVE THIS TODAY.  RELIGIOUS PEOPLE KNOW THE WORD, BUT THEY DON’T KNOW THE LIVING WORD, JESUS.  



I AM NOT TALKING ABOUT SALVATION.  I AM TALKING ABOUT BELIEVERS WHO ARE TRYING TO WORK FOR THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS.





TURN TO MATT 7.

VERSE 22

Mat 7:22  "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 		name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 			miracles?'

Mat 7:23  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU 		WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'  (NASB)



VERSE 24

Mat 7:24  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may 		be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.

Mat 7:25  "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst 		against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.

Mat 7:26  "And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will 		be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.

Mat 7:27  "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst 		against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall."   (NASB)



























TURN TO II COR 5:21.

2 Cor 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become 		the righteousness of God in Him.   (NASB)



UNDERSTAND THAT OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS GIVEN TO US FREELY AS A GIFT.  WE CAN’T WORK FOR IT.  WE CAN’T GROW IN RIGHTEOUSNESS.



WE MUST BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE GOD IS TOTALLY BECAUSE OF THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST.  (JOHN 2:12)



1 John 2:12  I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his 		name's sake.   (KJV)



WHEN OUR MIND RECEIVES THIS TRUTH, OUR PRAYER LIFE WILL BECOME MORE EFFECTIVE.  WE BECOME BOLDER.  (HEB 4:16)



1 John 2:12  I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his 		name's sake.   (KJV)



TURN TO ROM 3.

VERSE 23

Rom 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Rom 3:24  being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 		Jesus;

Rom 3:25  whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This 		was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed 		over the sins previously committed;

Rom 3:26  for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He 		might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Rom 3:27  Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but 		by a law of faith.

Rom 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.   		(NASB)



OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS COMES THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS.





DON’T MIX THIS UP WITH HOW MUCH FAITH YOU HAVE.  

THIS IS NOT TALKING ABOUT A LEVEL OF FAITH.  (ROM 10:17)

THIS IS SPEAKING ABOUT SAVING FAITH, WHICH IS A GIFT FROM GOD.



TURN TO ROM 4.

VERSE 16   (READ AMPLIFIED BIBLE VERSE 16 FIRST)

THE NASB READS VERSE 16

Rom 4:16  For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order 		that the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of 		the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 		all,

Rom 4:17  (as it is written, "A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU") in 		the sight of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls 		into being that which does not exist.

Rom 4:18  In hope against hope he believed, in order that he might become a father of 		many nations, according to that which had been spoken, "SO SHALL YOUR 		DESCENDANTS BE."

Rom 4:19  And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as 		good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's 		womb;

Rom 4:20  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew 		strong in faith, giving glory to God,

Rom 4:21  and being fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to 			perform.   (NASB)



THIS ASSURANCE ONLY COMES THROUGH FELLOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER.



VERSE 22

Rom 4:22  Therefore also IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. (NASB)



WHY WAS IT COUNTED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS?  

BECAUSE HE BELIEVED.  DO YOU REMEMBER THE MEANING OF THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED BELIEVE?  WE LOOKED AT THE MEANING IN OUR LAST CLASS ON UNDERSTANDING OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.



THE WORD BELIEVE MEANS;  WITH A PERSONAL TRUST AND A CONFIDENT SURRENDER AND A FIRM RELIANCE, IN HIM, IN JESUS.



VERSE 23

Rom 4:23  Now not for his sake only was it written, that it was reckoned to him,

Rom 4:24  but for our sake also, to whom it will be reckoned, as those who believe in Him 		who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,  (NASB)



THIS VERSE IS SPEAKING ABOUT YOU AND ME.



VERSE 25

Rom 4:25  He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because 		of our justification.

Rom 5:1  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 		Lord Jesus Christ,   (NASB)



WHEN YOU ARE BORN AGAIN, YOU RECEIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE AND JOY.



TURN TO I COR 1.

VERSE 26

1 Cor 1:26  For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to 		the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;

1 Cor 1:27  but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God 		has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,

1 Cor 1:28  and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things 		that are not, that He might nullify the things that are,

1 Cor 1:29  that no man should boast before God.

1 Cor 1:30  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 		and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,

1 Cor 1:31  that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE 			LORD."   (NASB)



POSITION AND TITLES ARE UNIMPORTANT.  NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE, YOU CAN BECOME A CHAMPION FOR GOD.



WHY?  LOOK BACK AT VERSE 30.



1 Cor 1:30  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 		and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,



BY HIS DOING (THE FATHER’S), YOU AND I ARE IN CHRIST JESUS, WHO BECAME TO US WISDOM, RIGHTEOUSNESS, SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEMPTION.





THE KJV READS

1 Cor 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 		righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:









LOOK BACK AT VERSE 29

1 Cor 1:29  that no man should boast before God.   (NASB)



TURN TO ISAIAH 64.

VERSE 6

Isa 64:6  For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are 		like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the 		wind, take us away.   (NASB)



THE WORD OF GOD TEACHES US THAT ALL OUR DEEDS ARE LIKE FILTHY RAGS.



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?  THE WORKS OF OUR FLESH, EVEN IF THEY ARE GOOD WORKS, CAN’T EARN US ANY RIGHTEOUSNESS.



THE NIV READS

Isa 64:6  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like 		filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.   



THE KJV READS 

Isa 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy rags; 		and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.



THIS VERSE IS SPEAKING ABOUT SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS.



I GO TO CHURCH. I PAY MY TITHE.  I READ MY BIBLE .  I PRAY.



THESE ARE ALL GOOD THINGS.  BUT THEY CAN’T EARN YOU YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.



READ ROM 10:2-6  SPEAKING OF CHAPTER 9=ISRAEL=THE CHURCH=THE BELIEVER



YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IN CHRIST JESUS.  HE PAID THE PRICE.



READ ROM 10:2-6.



TURN TO I JOHN 2.

1 John 2:29  If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices 		righteousness is born of Him.   (NASB)





IN CLOSING TURN TO I JOHN 1:9.

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 		cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 		us.   (KJV)



NOW, YOU CAN’T BE IN RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD IF YOU’RE LIVING IN, OR HABITUALLY PRACTICING SIN.



BUT WHEN YOU FALL INTO SIN, YOU CAN CONFESS YOUR SIN AND BE FORGIVEN AND CLEANSED FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.





LOOK AT THE NEXT VERSE.

1 John 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if 		anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

1 John 2:2  and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also 		for those of the whole world.   (NASB)





LOOK BACK AT I JOHN 1:9 AGAIN.





LISTEN TO THE NASB.

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 		cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in 		us.





LOOK BACK TO VERSE 7.

1 John 1:7  but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 		one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in 		us.  (NASB)















































LEADERSHIP, ARE YOU WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE ?





OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO 2 TIM 4:1

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE BEFORE GOD TO TEACH THE REVELATION THAT YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN THE WORD OF GOD.



I WILL ASK ONE THING OF YOU BEFORE WE START.  PLEASE KEEP A TEACHABLE SPIRIT.  DON’T TURN ME OFF.



2 Tim 4:1  I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the 		living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:

2 Tim 4:2  Preach the word!  Be ready in season and out of season.  Convince, rebuke, 			exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.   (NKJV)



THE AMPLIFIED RENDERS THE WORD LONGSUFFERING  AS INEXHAUSTIBLE IN PATIENCE AND TEACHING.



2 Tim 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, (THEY WILL 		NOT TOLERATE SOUND AND WHOLESOME INSTRUCTION) but according 		to their own desires, (ISAIAH 30:9 CALLS THIS REBELLION.)



	THE GREEK WORD ACCORDING TO IS : KA-TA

	THE SAME WORD IS USED IN (PHIL 4:129 explain) BUT ACCORDING 			TO THEIR OWN STANDARD because they have itching ears, BECAUSE THEY 		WANT SOMETHING PLEASING TO THEM, they will heap up for themselves 		teachers: THEY WILL GATHER TEACHERS CHOSEN TO SATISFY THEIR 		OWN LIKING AND TO FOSTER THE ERRORS THEY HOLD.



2 Tim 4:4  and they will turn their ears away from the truth, (JOHN 17:17 TEACHES US 		THE WORD IS TRUTH) and be turned aside to fables. (FABLES, MYTHS

	THE GREEK WORD HERE IS #3454. muthos, moo-’thos: FROM THE WORD 		MUEO; MOO-EH-O WHICH MEANS TO TEACH, TO INSTRUCT.

	WE GET THE WORD MYTHOLOGY FROM THIS WORD.)



THERE IS NOTHING NECESSARILY FALSE IN A MYTH.  A MYTH IS THAT WHICH IS FABRICATED BY THE MIND AND SET OVER AGAINST THE REAL AND ACTUALLY TRUE, WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD.  (JOHN 17:17)



THERE IS MUCH LOGIC AND REASONING IN A MYTH.

WHEN THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN, THIS REFERRED TO JEWISH MYTHS, WHICH BELONGED TO OLD WOMEN.





PSYCHOLOGY IS BEING PUT ABOVE THE WORD OF GOD IN THE CHURCH TODAY.  I  DO THANK GOD FOR CHRISTIAN PSYCHOLOGISTS.



GOD DID NOT SAY IN EPH 4:11, THAT HE GAVE SOME PSYCHOLOGISTS, DID  HE?

Eph. 4:11 SAYS  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;   (KJV)  (Be careful with titles)    



THEY DON’T BELONG IN THE FIVE FOLD MINISTRY OFFICES.

(ROM 12:2 & ROM 8:6 EXPLAIN)

THIS TEACHING IS FOR PEOPLE THAT ARE CALLED TO THE FIVE FOLD MINISTRY.



ARE YOU WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY THAT GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO?



GOD ALLOWS EVERYONE OF US TO MAKE OUR OWN CHOICES.  HE DOES NOT VIOLATE OUR FREE WILL.



DO YOU KNOW THE VOICE OF GOD WELL ENOUGH TO TRUST THE LEADING OF THE SPIRIT?  (ROM 8:14  EXPLAIN)  (FIVE GREEK WORDS)



ARE YOU WILLING TO FOLLOW THE LEADING OF THE SPIRIT, EVEN WHEN EVERYONE YOU LOVE AND RESPECT, TELLS YOU THAT ITS NOT GOD?



THE ENEMY WILL COME AND TELL YOU THAT THE PEOPLE IN AUTHORITY OVER YOU ARE HOLDING YOU BACK.



LET ME SHARE WITH YOU WHAT GOD TOLD ME ABOUT THIS.

HE SAID, “ IF SOMEONE IS HINDERING OR ALTERING MY PLAN FOR YOUR MINISTRY, AND YOU ARE DOING ALL THAT I HAVE ASKED YOU TO DO, I WILL SUPERNATURALLY MOVE YOU.  EVERYONE WILL KNOW THAT IT WAS ME WHO MOVED YOU.”



NO ONE IS HOLDING YOU BACK, BUT YOU. 



I’M GOING TO SERVE YOU THE MEAT OF THE WORD TODAY.

I ASK ONE THING AGAIN.  PLEASE KEEP A TEACHABLE SPIRIT.  DON’T TURN ME OFF.

I WILL GIVE YOU SCRIPTURE FOR EVERY AREA THAT I TOUCH ON.





TURN TO I TIM 4:6.  

1 Tim 4:6  By telling these things to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant of 		Christ Jesus. You will be made strong by the words of the faith and the good 			teaching which you have been following.

1 Tim 4:7  But do not follow foolish stories that disagree with God's truth, but train 			yourself to serve God.   (NCV)



LET ME READ VERSE 7 AGAIN.

WE NEED TO TRAIN OURSELVES TO SERVE GOD’S TRUTH.  IN JOHN 17:17, JESUS SAID, thy word is truth.



JUST BECAUSE YOU WERE TOLD SOMETHING IN THE PAST DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE ISN’T MORE TO LEARN ABOUT THAT SUBJECT.   

(EXPLAIN THE HAM & PAN STORY)



STUDY THE SCRIPTURES OUT ON YOUR OWN.  ASK THE HOLY SPIRIT WHAT APPLIES TO YOUR LIFE AND MINISTRY.



LISTEN TO WHAT PAUL SAID TO THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI. 

Phil 3:15  All of us who are spiritually mature should think this way, too. And if there are 		things you do not agree with, God will make them clear to you.   (NCV)



EVERY TIME I STOOD ON THIS SCRIPTURE, GOD GAVE ME UNDERSTANDING.



Phil 3:16  But we should continue following the truth we already have.   (NCV)



WE NEED TO CONTINUE FOLLOWING THE WORD.



Phil 3:17  Brothers and sisters, all of you should try to follow my example and to copy those 		who live the way we showed you.   (NCV)



COPY OR IMITATE THOSE WHO LIVE A GODLY LIFE.



BEFORE WE GO ANY FURTHER, LET’S MAKE SURE WE KNOW AND UNDERSTAND GOD’S ORDER.



GOD’S ORDER IS THIS.

#1  GOD / MINISTRY 

#2  YOUR MATE, IF YOUR MARRIED

#3  CHILDREN

#4  CHURCH

WHAT IS SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD?



ISAIAH 53, THE REDEMPTION CHAPTER, TEACHES US THAT JESUS CHRIST SUFFERED FOR US.  HE SUFFERED, SO WE WOULDN’T HAVE TO.



MANY TIMES WE SUFFER BECAUSE OF OUR OWN NEEDS AND INSECURITIES, AND WE TELL OTHERS THAT WE ARE SUFFERING FOR CHRIST.



GOD DOESN’T WANT US TO BE A DOOR MAT FOR ANYONE, AND GOD DOESN’T WANT ANYONE TO ABUSE US MENTALLY OR PHYSICALLY.



WOULD YOU WANT YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER TO ALLOW SOMEONE TO ABUSE THEM?



GOD, THE FATHER, FEELS THE SAME WAY ABOUT HIS CHILDREN.



TURN TO 2 TIM 1:8.

WHAT DID PAUL MEAN IN 2 TIM 1:8, BY THE STATEMENT “JOIN ME IN SUFFERING”?



LET’S READ IT.

2 Tim 1:8  So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. 		But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,   (NIV)



DID YOU NOTICE THAT HE SAID FOR THE GOSPEL?



SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL IS NOT COMPROMISING THE WORD OF GOD.



SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL IS NOT DEFENDING YOURSELF WHEN OTHERS COME AGAINST YOU, BECAUSE YOU WON’T MIX MAN’S TRADITION WITH WHAT THE WORD OF GOD TEACHES.



SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL IS WHEN GOD USES YOU TO SHOW MAN THAT GOD IS STILL GOD.  GOD CAN DO IT HIS WAY ANYTIME HE WANTS TO.



LISTEN TO PSALM 75:5 

Psa 75:7  But God is the Judge; He puts down one, and exalts another.   (NASB)



SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL IS WHEN GOD PROMOTES YOU, AND THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE THINK GOD GAVE YOU A SHORT CUT.







I’M GOING TO SHARE THE SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL IN MY LIFE, NOT TO LIFT ME UP, BUT BECAUSE THE LORD ASKED ME TO USE MY EXPERIENCES AS A TEACHING TOOL.



I SUFFERED FOR OVER ONE YEAR.  I WAS STANDING IN THE GAP FOR MY EX-WIFE.  I WOULD PRAY THREE TIMES A DAY FOR HER.



I WAS BELIEVING FOR GOD, TO NOT ONLY RESTORE OUR RELATIONSHIP, BUT ALSO THAT SHE WOULD COME ALONG SIDE OF ME AND HELP DO WHAT GOD HAD CALLED ME TO DO.



I THOUGHT THIS SUFFERING WAS FOR THE GOSPEL'S SAKE.  THIS SUFFERING WAS FOR MY OWN NEEDS AND DESIRES.



TURN TO MATT 10:34.

JESUS WARNS  US THAT COMMITMENT TO SERVING HIM WILL RESULT IN DIVISION AND REJECTION, IF THE WHOLE HOUSE IS NOT WILLING TO SERVE HIM AND ALLOW HIM BE LORD OVER THE HOUSE.



Mat 10:34  "Don't think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 		peace, but a sword.   (NCV)



THE WORD OF GOD IS THE SWORD.



Mat 10:35  I have come so that 'a son will be against his father, a daughter will be against 		her mother, a daughter-in-law will be against her mother-in-law.  









Mat 10:36  A person's enemies will be members of his own family.'   (NCV)



DON’T BE SURPRISED WHEN THE ENEMY TRIES TO USE YOUR OWN FAMILY TO KEEP YOU FROM FULFILLING THE MINISTRY CALL ON YOUR LIFE.



WE ALL KNOW 1 PET 5:7 (NKJV) casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  OTHER TRANSLATIONS RENDER IT AS GIVING YOUR WORRIES TO HIM OR CASTING ALL YOUR ANXIETY ON HIM.



MANY OF US TEACH IT, BUT ARE WE APPLYING IT IN OUR OWN LIVES AND MINISTRIES?  (PSALM 55:22)



FINALLY, WHEN I WAS ABLE TO DO THIS, WITH ALL MY FAMILY AND NOT TAKE THE CARE OF IT BACK THE NEXT DAY, IT CLOSED THE DOOR TO THE ENEMY FROM USING MY FAMILY TO HINDER GOD’S WORK IN MY LIFE.



LET’S READ VERSE 37-39.

Mat 10:37  "Those who love their father or mother more than they love me are not worthy 		to be my followers. Those who love their son or daughter more than they love me 		are not worthy to be my followers.

Mat 10:38  Whoever is not willing to carry the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.

	(NCV)



TRUE DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES TOTAL COMMITMENT WITHOUT DISTRACTION OR COMPROMISE.



Mat 10:39  Those who try to hold on to their lives will give up true life. Those who give up 		their lives for me will hold on to true life.   (NCV)



JESUS SAYS IN VERSE 39 THAT THOSE WHO GIVE UP THEIR LIVES FOR HIM WILL HOLD ONTO TRUE LIFE.

LISTEN TO THE KJV.

Mat 10:39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 		find it.



THE GREEK WORD FOR LIFE IS=5590. psuche, psoo-khay’;  (SOO-KAY)  MEANING SOUL.  WHAT IS YOUR SOUL?  IT IS YOUR MIND, WILL, AND EMOTIONS.  



THESE SCRIPTURES ARE TALKING ABOUT TRUE DISCIPLESHIP.

LOOK BACK AT VERSE 37 B.  Those who love their son or daughter more than they love me are not worthy to be my followers.   (NCV)

TURN TO MARK 10.

Mark 10:29 So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has 		left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for 		My sake and the gospel’s   (NKJV)



NOTICE THAT IT SAYS FOR MY SAKE AND THE GOSPELS.



Mark 10:30  “who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time; houses and brothers 		and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions; and in the age 		to come, eternal life.   (NKJV)



TURN TO 2 COR 3.

2 Cor 3:5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 		sufficiency is of God;   (KJV)



WHEN WE TURN OUR WILL OVER TO THE LORD, THEN THE POWER AND ABILITY AND SUFFICIENCY TO DO WHAT HE ASKS US TO DO WILL COME FROM HIM.  



WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WILL-POWER.  WILL-POWER SHOULD BE OUR WILL, AND THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.



THE NIV RENDERS 2 COR 3:5 LIKE THIS.

2 Cor 3:5  Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 		competence comes from God  

2 Cor 3:6  He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant--not of the letter but 		of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.



LISTEN AS I READ THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE.



2 Cor 3:5  Not that we are fit  (qualified and sufficient in ability) of ourselves to 				form personal judgments or to claim or count anything as coming from us, but our  		power and ability and sufficiency are from God.

















TURN TO LUKE 9.  THIS IS A LESSON AGAINST PROCRASTINATION.

VERSES 57-62

Luke 9:57  As they were going along the road, someone said to Jesus, "I will follow you any 		place you go."

Luke 9:58  Jesus said to them, "The foxes have holes to live in, and the birds have nests, 		but the Son of Man has no place to rest his head."

Luke 9:59  Jesus said to another man, "Follow me!" But he said, "Lord, first let me go and 		bury my father."

Luke 9:60  But Jesus said to him, "Let the people who are dead bury their own dead. You 		must go and tell about the kingdom of God."

Luke 9:61  Another man said, "I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go and say good-bye 		to my family."

Luke 9:62  Jesus said, "Anyone who begins to plow a field but keeps looking back is of no 		use in the kingdom of God."   (NCV)



THIS TEACHING IS NOT ON BACKSLIDING OR LOSING ONE’S SALVATION.

IT IS ABOUT SERVING THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST.



WE MUST KNOW THAT HALF HEARTED DISCIPLESHIP ELIMINATES ONE FROM GOD’S MAXIMUM USE.



REMEMBER THAT THE DEMANDS OF DISCIPLESHIP ARE TO SERVE AS A MINISTER FOR THE GOSPEL.  



JESUS DEMANDS UNDIVIDED ATTENTION, IF WE ARE TO SERVE AS A MINISTER FOR THE GOSPEL.   



James 4:17 teaches us that anyone who knows the right thing to do, but does not do it, is 		SINNING .



WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT SHOWING YOU TODAY?



TURN TO ISAIAH 59.

Isa 59:21  "As for me, this is my covenant with them," says the LORD. "My Spirit, who is 		on you, and my words that I have put in your mouth will not depart from your 			mouth, or from the mouths of your children, or from the mouths of their descendants 		from this time on and forever," says the LORD.   (NIV)



THE HEBREW WORD TRANSLATED CHILDREN AND DESCENDANTS IN THIS VERSE NOT ONLY MEANS YOUR NATURAL CHILDREN, BUT APPLIES TO ALL THOSE YOU STAND IN THE GAP FOR, THROUGH PRAYER.

PAUL SAID THIS IN PHIL 3:8.

Phil 3:8  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 			knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 		count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,   (NASB)



THE CENTRAL THEME IN 1 PETER IS VICTORY OVER SUFFERING.



PETER WRITES IN 1 PET 2:21

1 Pet 2:21  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 		leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

1 Pet 2:22  WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS 		MOUTH;   (NASB)   (let me repeat that)



TURN TO JAMES 3, NIV.

James 3:8  But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.

         ONLY THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN TAME THE TONGUE.



James 3:10  from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing... (NASB)

WHAT ARE WE SPEAKING OVER OUR LIFE AND MINISTRY?





IN CHAPTER 3 OF VERSE 17, PETER WRITES.

1 Pet 3:17  For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right 		rather than for doing what is wrong.   (NASB)    (READ EPH 4:29-30)



SUFFERING FOR CHRIST IS SUFFERING IN OUR FLESH.

OUR FLESH BEING=THE SOUL OF MAN



WHEN WE TURN OVER OUR SOUL TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, CHANGE WILL BEGIN TO TAKE PLACE.  THIS IS A PROCESS.  SUFFERING TAKES PLACE, BECAUSE IT IS PAINFUL TO CHANGE.



WHERE DOES YOUR SUFFICIENCY COME FROM?  (2 COR 3:5) 



LOOK AT ROMANS 1:25.

Rom 1:25  They traded the truth of God for a lie. They worshiped and served what had 		been created instead of the God who created those things, who should be praised 		forever. Amen.   (NCV)



THEY TRADED THE TRUTH OF GOD FOR A LIE.



JESUS SAID IN John 17:17  “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. (NASB)

ARE WE COMPROMISING THE WORD OF GOD TO FIT OUR OWN IDEAS?  

ARE WE COMPROMISING THE WORD OF GOD TO PLEASE OUR HURTING EMOTIONS ?  (THINK ABOUT IT)



TURN TO TITUS 3:8.

Titus 3:8  This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak 		confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good 		deeds. These things are good and profitable for men   (NASB)



THIS IS A TRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT.  IN THE GREEK, IT SAYS IT THIS WAY.  THE WORD IS TRUSTWORTHY.



VERSE 9

Titus 3:9  But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the 		Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless.   (NASB)   (REPEAT END OF 			VERSE)



AVOID MORONS WHO WANT TO DEBATE THE WORD OF GOD.









IF ANYONE STUDIES OUT THIS TEACHING AND FINDS SCRIPTURAL ERROR, WRITE IT DOWN AND GIVE IT TO ME, AND I’LL STUDY IT OUT BECAUSE I AM OPEN FOR CORRECTION.



I WILL NOT DEBATE THE WORD OF GOD.



TURN TO 2 TIM 2.

2 Tim 2:1  You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. (NASB)

WE NEED TO LEARN TO DEPEND ON THE GRACE OF GOD.



2 Tim 2:2  And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 			witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.(NASB)



WE ARE TO TEACH THE WORD OF GOD, NOT PSYCHOLOGY.

 	these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.



NOTICE, PAUL DIDN’T TELL TIMOTHY TO SELECT TALENTED OR CAPABLE MEN, BUT HE SAID FAITHFUL MEN.   (GEN 1:11)

LISTEN TO THE MEANING OF THE WORD PSYCHOLOGY.

1.  The science that deals with mental processes and behavior.  2.  The emotional and behavioral characteristics of an individual, a group, or an activity.  3.  action or argument used to manipulate or influence another.  4.  Phil as a phy.  The branch of met-a-phys-ics (mut”...-f z  “ks) that studies the soul, the mind, and the relationship of life and mind to the functions of the body.



ROM 14:12  So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. (NASB)



WHEN I STAND AND GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF MY TEACHING TO GOD’S SHEEP, MY

ONLY PHILOSOPHY WILL BE THE WORD OF GOD.



LOOK AT VERSE 3.

2 Tim 2:3  Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.   (NASB)

THE ACTION OF THIS VERSE COMES AFTER VERSE FOUR.



2 Tim 2:4  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so 		that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.   (NASB)

	

Explain aorist participle=The action must come before the main verb,



IT HURTS TO SEPARATE YOURSELF FROM THE AFFAIRS OF LIFE.  GOD SPOKE THIS SCRIPTURE TO ME (2/29/92).  HE SAID, “DO NOT GET ENTANGLED IN 

THE AFFAIRS OF THIS WORLD, IF YOU WANT TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY THAT I’VE CALLED YOU TO”.



LISTEN TO JAMES.

James 3:14  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 		arrogant and so lie against the truth.   (NASB)



THE NKJV RENDERS IT THIS WAY.

James 3:14  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie 		against the truth.  THE TRUTH IS THE WORD.  (JOHN 17:17)



IF WE HAVE ANY OF OUR OWN SELF WILLED OR SELF SEEKING AMBITIONS IN OUR HEART, WE WILL NOT SEE THE TRUTH IN THE WORD OF GOD.  WE MUST PUT OUR WILLS ON THE ALTAR.  WE MUST GET OUR OWN WISHES AND OPINIONS OUT OF THE WAY.  IF THEY ARE OUR OWN, THEY WILL DECEIVE US FROM DOING GOD’S WILL.  IT DOES NOT MATTER IF THEY ARE GOOD OR BAD, OR RIGHT OR WRONG. 



NOT ONLY WILL WE NOT SEE THE TRUTH IN THE WORD OF GOD, BUT EZEKIEL 14:1-10 WARNS US THAT WE WILL BE OPEN TO DECEPTION, WHEN WE COME TO GOD FOR GUIDANCE. 



LISTEN TO VERSE 9-10, BECAUSE I SEE A WARNING HERE.

Ezek 14:9  "'But if the prophet is tricked (DECEIVED) into giving a prophecy, it is 			because I, the LORD, have tricked that prophet to speak. Then I will use my power 		against him and destroy him from among my people Israel. 



DECEIVED IS THE HEBREW WORD=paw-thaw’ meaning=to allure, deceive, enlarge, delude, entice.



Ezek 14:10  The prophet will be as guilty as the one who asks him for help; both will be 		responsible for their guilt. (NCV)



THIS CLEARLY TEACHES, IF WE GIVE PROPHECY TO FULFILL OUR OWN AMBITIONS, WE WILL ANSWER TO GOD.



I HAVE SOME PROPHECIES THAT ARE RECORDED ON TAPE, AND OTHERS ARE TYPED OUT.  I BELIEVE IN PROPHECY, BY ALL BELIEVERS, FOR EDIFICATION.

I BELIEVE IN PROPHECY THROUGH A PROPHET TO CONFIRM WHAT I KNOW IN MY SPIRIT.  A PROPHET SPEAKS LIFE INTO ACTION.



REV. KENNETH HAGIN HAS WRITTEN A BOOK CALLED 7 WAYS TO JUDGE PROPHECY.  DR. BILL HAMON HAS A BOOK CALLED PROPHET’S PITFALLS AND PRINCIPLES.  THESE MEN OF GOD ARE ESTABLISHED, AND WE CAN LEARN FROM THEM.  WE CAN LEARN FROM THE MISTAKES THEY SHARE.



GOD HAS NEVER LED ME BY PROPHECY.



(TELL THE STORY ABOUT LYDIA AND THREE YEARS OF ABUSE BECAUSE A MINISTER WASN’T CAREFUL.)

  

WHAT DO WE DO, WHEN WE MAKE A MISTAKE IN THIS AREA?  (I JOHN 1:9)



HOW CAN WE KNOW IF WE ARE BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY THAT HE HAS CALLED US TO ?



IF GOD TELLS YOU TO DO SOMETHING, AND YOU AGREE TO IT, HE WILL NOT LET YOU GET OFF COURSE, IF YOU DO YOUR PART.  



THIS IS OUR PART TO DO.

#1  PUT YOUR WILL ON THE ALTAR.   (SEE EZEK 14:1-10)

#2  BE WILLING TO DO HIS WILL.    JOHN 7:17   (STUDY THE AMPLIFIED)



THIS IS THE NASB.

John 7:17  "If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is 		of God, or whether I speak from Myself.     

	(PSALMS 15:1-5, JOHN 4:34, JOB 22:21)



GOD WILL NOT SPEAK TO US, IF WE ARE PLANNING TO CHECK WITH MAN BEFORE WE OBEY.



I KNOW THIS FROM MY OWN WALK. 



 DON’T MISUNDERSTAND WHAT I AM SAYING.



WE SHOULD SEEK GODLY COUNSEL FROM SOMEONE THAT IS LIVING A LIFE THAT IS UPRIGHT.  BUT THE PURPOSE IS TO SEE IF THEY CAN POINT US TO SCRIPTURES AND BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES THAT WE MAY HAVE OVERLOOKED.



PSALMS 119:105 TEACHES THIS.

Psa 119:105  Thy word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path.   (NASB)



EVERYONE GIVES COUNSEL AT SOME TIME OR ANOTHER.  WHEN WE GIVE COUNSEL, WE SHOULD ALWAYS USE THE WORD OF GOD.



NO ONE CAN GROW TO SPIRITUAL MATURITY, UNLESS HE LEARNS TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD.  ROMANS 8:14 TEACHES US THAT.



PROVERBS 20:27

Prov 20:27  The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of 		the belly.   (KJV)



IF WE SAY THAT WE TRUST GOD, THEN WE MUST TRUST HIM TO LEAD US.



Prov 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 				understanding.

Prov 3:6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.   (KJV)







HE WILL DIRECT OUR PATHS, AFTER WE HAVE MADE TIME TO PRAY AND STUDY THE WORD.  WE WILL HAVE A CLEAR INNER WITNESS AND INNER PEACE.  THERE WERE TIMES WHEN I WAS OUTWARDLY NERVOUS, BECAUSE OF THE UNKNOWN.  BUT IT WAS STILL GOD’S WILL FOR MY LIFE.



THEN WE CAN ASK GOD FOR A CLEAR CONFIRMATION.  GOD WILL ALWAYS CONFIRM HIS LEADING, IF YOU’RE TRUSTING HIM.  HIS LEADING CAN COME  ANYWAY THAT HE CHOOSES.  LAST MONTH, GOD SPOKE THE SAME VERSES OF SCRIPTURE TO MY NIECE AND SISTER ON THE SAME DAY.  THEY BOTH CALLED AND GAVE THEM TO ME OVER THE PHONE.



AT THE TIME, I WAS MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD AND SEEKING HIM IN FELLOWSHIP AND QUIET TIME FOR ABOUT EIGHT DAYS.  THIS WAS AFTER GOD HAD GIVEN ME DIRECTION FOR 1994.



AS I WAS IN MY HOUSE, I SAID LORD I BELIEVE I HEARD YOU THE FIRST TIME, BUT IT WOULD BE NICE TO HEAR YOU AGAIN.  I DID NOT SPEAK THIS OUT LOUD.  THEN THE PHONE RANG.  IT WAS MY NIECE.  SHE SAID THAT SHE WAS READING THE BIBLE AND THE LORD SAID, “GIVE THESE SCRIPTURES TO YOUR UNCLE NICK.”



JOHN 10:3-5 

John 10:3  "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his 		own sheep by name, and leads them out.

John 10:4  "When he puts forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him 		because they know his voice.

John 10:5  "And a stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they 		do not know the voice of strangers."   (NASB)



LATER THAT DAY MY SISTER, AMY, CALLED AND SAID SHE WAS THINKING ABOUT ME AND THE HOLY SPIRIT GAVE HER JOHN 10:3-5, WHICH WERE THE SAME SCRIPTURES.



GOD CONFIRMED WHAT HE HAD TOLD ME.



BUT IF I WOULD HAVE LOOKED TO MAN FOR CONFIRMATION, HE WOULDN’T HAVE CONFIRMED IT.



I KNOW, BECAUSE I HAVE TRIED THAT IN THE PAST.





LET ME ASK YOU SOMETHING.  HOW CAN GOD USE YOU ....



#1  IF YOU DON’T TRAIN YOUR SPIRIT TO RECEIVE THE LEADING OF THE 		HOLY SPIRIT?

#2  IF YOU DON’T TRUST THE LEADING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?



PSALMS 25:9 TEACHES US THAT HE LEADS THE HUMBLE.



TURN TO GAL 5:20.  I WANT YOU TO BE AWARE OF TWO MEANINGS IN THIS VERSE. 



EMULATIONS AND SEDITIONS 

Gal 5:20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 		heresies,   (KJV)

EMULATIONS=THE FIFTH WORD IN VERSE 20

EMULATIONS IS SOMETHING LIKE JEALOUSY, OFTEN RENDERED ENVYING.

THE GREEK WORD IS ZAY-LOS.



2205.  zelos, dzay’-los; from G2204; prop. heat, i.e. (fig.) “zeal” (in a favorable sense, ardor;

in a unfavorable one, jealousy, as of a husband [fig. of God], or an enemy, malice):--emulation, envy (-ing), fervent mind, indignation, jealousy, zeal. 

in dig na tion (n”dg-n “ sh...n) . A strong feeling of displeasure or hostility: a. anger



WE FIND THE SAME WORD USED IN 1 COR 3:3.

For ye are yet carnal:  for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?  

ZAY-LOS  IS TRANSLATED ENVYING IN THIS VERSE.



IN JAMES 3:14 & 3:16, IT IS TRANSLATED ENVYING.

James 3:14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 		against the truth.

James 3:15  This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

James 3:16  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.   (KJV)



EMULATIONS USUALLY REVOLVE AROUND SPIRITUAL THINGS. 

I’M GOING TO BE BETTER THAN EVERYONE ELSE.

THIS IS SOMEONE TRYING TO BE A SPIRITUAL KING OF THE MOUNTAIN.

EMULATION IS, IT IS MY WAY OR NO WAY.

EITHER WE USE MY BAT AND BALL, OR WE DON’T PLAY.

I DON’T WANT TO START AT THE BOTTOM AND WORK MY WAY UP.



THIS IS EMULATION.

YOU FIND A LOT OF THIS IN THE BODY OF CHRIST.  FOR SOME REASON THEY ALWAYS THINK THAT THEY KNOW BETTER THAN THE PERSON THAT GOD HAS PUT IN CHARGE.



THE NEXT WORD IS SEDITIONS. SEDITIONS ARE GROUP DIVISIONS OVER A POINT.  FOR EXAMPLE, A SEDITION COULD BE  LONG HAIR, SHORT HAIR, EARRINGS OR NO EARRINGS, SHORT SLEEVES, LONG SLEEVES, WOMEN WEARING PANTS OR A DRESS.  SEDITIONS LEAD INTO THE NEXT WORD, WHICH IS HERESY.



HERESY IS TO HOLD AN OPINION THAT IS IN OPPOSITION TO THE WORD OF GOD.  MOST HERESIES STARTED WITH SEDITIONS.



TURN BACK TO GAL 1:6.  PAUL WRITES.

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 		Christ unto another gospel:   (KJV)

ANOTHER IS THE GREEK WORD=HET-ER-OS.  ITS MEANING IS ANOTHER OF A DIFFERENT KIND OF GOSPEL.



LET ME USE THIS ILLUSTRATION.  A FRUIT, AN ORANGE, AND AN APPLE ARE ALL CLASSIFIED AS FRUIT, BUT EACH ONE IS ANOTHER OF A DIFFERENT KIND.



PAUL SAYS, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 		grace of  Christ unto another of a different kind of gospel:”



VERSE 7

Gal 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the 		gospel of Christ.   (KJV)



THIS WORD ANOTHER IS THE GREEK WORD AL-LUS.

IT MEANS ANOTHER OF THE SAME KIND.

AN ORANGE TO AN ORANGE ARE BOTH FRUIT OF THE SAME KIND.



PAUL SAYS IN VERSE 7  Which is not another (of the same kind): but there be some that 		trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.



I SEE IN THE BODY OF CHRIST THAT THERE IS, ANOTHER OF A DIFFERENT KIND, TRYING TO WORK ITS WAY IN.  IT IS TRYING TO STOP THE POWER OF GOD TODAY.

 WHAT IS IT?  IT IS PSYCHOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY.



IT WATERS DOWN THE WORD.  SOME OF IT SOUNDS GOOD, BUT IT IS VOID OF POWER, AND THAT’S WHY THE ENEMY WANTS IT IN THE CHURCH.

THINK ABOUT IT, AND PRAY ABOUT IT.



























LEADERSHIP, COMPARING MINISTRIES





THE WORD OF GOD TEACHES US NOT TO COMPARE OUR MINISTRIES ONE TO ANOTHER.





TURN TO GAL 6:4.

Gal 6:4  But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting 	Gal 6:5  For each one shall bear his own load.

Gal 6:6  And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who 			teaches.   (NASB)





LISTEN TO THE NCV.

Gal 6:5  Each person must be responsible for himself.





I WANT TO BRING OUT TWO POINTS FROM THESE VERSES.



VERSE 4

But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.   (NASB)





THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN BOASTING IN THE LORD AND PRIDE.



GOD HAS ENTRUSTED TO EACH OF US A MINISTRY GIFT TO THE BODY OF CHRIST.



MANY TIMES I SEE THIS HANDLED WRONG IN MEETINGS.



BELIEVERS DON’T UNDERSTAND HUMILITY, LIKE A MINISTER OF GOD WHO IS CALLED TO THE FIVE FOLD MINISTRY, WALKING IN THE ANOINTING AND PROMOTED BY GOD, SHOULD WALK IN.



I HEARD A GREAT MAN OF GOD MAKE A STATEMENT OF HUMILITY.

I UNDERSTOOD WHAT HE MEANT.



THEN, I HEARD A BELIEVER SAY, “WHAT A SHAME, HE DOESN’T THINK MUCH OF HIMSELF DOES HE?”



SOMETIMES WE CAN SAY SOMETHING TO SOUND HUMBLE, BUT IT DOESN’T PRODUCE ANYTHING GOOD, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

WE NEED TO LEARN TO TAKE THE PRAISE, AND LET IT FLOW THROUGH US TO GOD.



WHEN GOD SEPARATES YOU INTO FULL TIME MINISTRY, YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO WALK AND TALK AND MAKE DECISIONS IN THE AUTHORITY THAT GOD HAS ENTRUSTED TO YOU.



AND IF YOU DON’T SEPARATE YOURSELF, BUT WAIT FOR GOD’S TIMING, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DO SO.  YOU WILL HAVE THE ABILITY.



HEB 11:11 TEACHES US.

Heb 11:11  By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper 		time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised;   (NASB)



SHE RECEIVED THE ABILITY TO CONCEIVE.



THE KING JAMES RENDERS IT THAT SHE RECEIVED STRENGTH TO CONCEIVE.



THE GREEK WORD IS 1411. dunamis, doo’-nam-is;

THE MIRACLE WORKING POWER OF GOD,

since she considered 

Him faithful who had promised:



IF GOD HAS CALLED YOU, YOU NEED TO CONSIDER HIM FAITHFUL TO EMPOWER YOU TO DO ALL HE HAS CALLED YOU TO DO.



WE ALWAYS NEED TO BE AWARE OF PRIDE. THE BIBLE TEACHES US THAT PRIDE IS IN THE FLESH, IN OUR SIN NATURE.



WE WILL HAVE TO KEEP PRIDE FROM RISING UP AND MANIFESTING.



THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN WALKING IN CONFIDENCE AND IN BOLDNESS.



THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN KNOWING WHO YOU ARE IN CHRIST, SEEING YOURSELF AS OUR HEAVENLY FATHER SEES US.



THAT’S NOT PRIDE. AT TIMES IN MY WALK, I HAVE SEEN CONFIDENCE MISTAKEN FOR ARROGANCE.



LET’S LOOK AT FOUR BASIC PRIDES OF MEN.



FOUR BASIC PRIDES OF MAN

#1 FACE PRIDE=LOOKS





I’M NOT SPEAKING ABOUT HOW YOU DRESS.

YOU SHOULD DRESS NEAT, ABOVE NORMAL, AND WITH CLASS.

A SLOPPY DRESSER SHOWS A LACK OF DISCIPLINE.

THE CARNAL CHRISTIAN LOOKS AT THE OUTER MAN.

HOW YOU DRESS SHOWS YOUR CHARACTER.



FACE PRIDE IS SOMEONE WHO MAKE HIMSELF LOOK GOOD AT THE COST OF OTHERS.





#2  PLACE PRIDE=POSITION, POSSESSIONS, IMPORTANCE



DOES THIS MEAN WE SHOULDN’T WANT THE BEST FOR OUR FAMILY AND MINISTRY?  OF COURSE NOT, BUT WE ALWAYS NEED TO CHECK OUR MOTIVES.





#3  RACE PRIDE=TRUSTING IN OUR OWN RESOURCES



WE START THINKING GOD NEEDS OUR HELP TO HAVE THE VISION, THAT HE GAVE US, TO COME TO PASS.



GOD ONLY NEEDS US TO BE FAITHFUL AND OBEDIENT WITH WHAT HE HAS GIVEN US TO DO AT THE MOMENT.   (1 COR 3:9)





#4  GRACE PRIDE=I PRAY, I GO TO CHURCH, I PAY MY TITHES=PHARISEE



THIS IS A WEAKNESS THAT SATAN IS ALWAYS READY TO USE IN THE BODY OF CHRIST.  IT’S AN OPEN DOOR.



YES, WE NEED TO PRAY, STUDY, GO TO CHURCH, AND PAY OUR TITHES.







BUT WE CAN’T WORK FOR GOD’S GRACE.



GOD GIVES GRACE ACCORDING TO THE CALL.  (EPH 4:7)

TURN TO 1 COR 12:1.

1 Cor 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

1 Cor 12:2  You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the dumb idols, 		however you were led.  LACK OF KNOWLEDGE    (HOSEA 4:6)

1 Cor 12:3  Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, 		"Jesus is accursed"; and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor 12:4  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.

1 Cor 12:5  And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.

1 Cor 12:6  And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 		persons.

1 Cor 12:7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

1 Cor 12:8  For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 		word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;

1 Cor 12:9  to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one 		Spirit,  GIFTS OF HEALING 

1 Cor 12:10  and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to 		another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 		another the interpretation of tongues.

1 Cor 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 		individually just as He wills.   (NASB)  AS HE WILLS



HOW MANY OF YOU KNOW THAT WHEN IT COMES TO THE GIFTS ,WE ARE NOT TO HUNT, PICK AND CHOOSE.



JESUS IS A WHOLE LOT BETTER IN CHOOSING THE GIFTS THAT WE ARE TO OPERATE IN.



I SAY JESUS, BECAUSE HE IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.





YES, WE OPERATE IN THE GIFTS BY OUR WILL, AND GOD MOVES BY HIS WILL.

BUT, THE HOLY SPIRIT INFUSES THOSE GIFTS IN US, AS HE WILLS.



LOOK AT VERSE 18.

1 Cor 12:18  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as 		He desired.   (NASB)    THE KJV READS as it hath pleased him.



HOW MANY OF YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BE HAPPY UNTIL YOU FIND OUT WHAT GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO DO?  (prayer, prayer, prayer)

YOU NEED TO FIND THE THRUST OF YOUR MINISTRY.



THE THRUST OF MY MINISTRY IS TEACHING THE BODY WHO THEY ARE IN CHRIST AND THE GRACE OF GOD.



THE THRUST OF BENNY HINN’S MINISTRY IS THE HOLY SPIRIT.



YOU WILL NEED TO FIND THE THRUST OF YOUR MINISTRY IN ORDER TO BE IN GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR MINISTRY.

 



TELL THE STORY OF BENNY HINN AT ORAL ROBERTS’ UNIVERSITY IN 1993.



BOB YANDIAN HAVING LUNCH WITH OTHER MINISTERS.



GOD WANTS US ALL TO BE OURSELVES.



THE WORD OF GOD TEACHES US THAT GOD GIVES THE GRACE TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY THAT HE HAS CALLED EACH OF US TO.



LISTEN TO II COR 3:6

 2 Cor 3:6  He made us able to be servants of a new agreement from himself to his people. 		This new agreement is not a written law, but it is of the Spirit. The written law 		brings death, but the Spirit gives life.   (NCV)



TURN TO II COR 9:8

2 Cor 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all 			sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; (NASB)



IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS CHAPTER, THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT GIVING MONEY.  BUT WE CAN APPLY THIS TO OUR PERSONAL WALK AND MINISTRY.



2 Cor 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all 			sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; (NASB)





GOD IS ABLE THE GREEK WORD HERE IS   DOO-NAT-OS



MEANING=POWERFUL, OR CAPABLE, MADE POSSIBLE, ABLE		





IF WE CAN’T WORK FOR GOD’S GRACE, HOW CAN WE TAP INTO THE UNLIMITED SUPPLY?



TURN TO II COR 3:5

2 Cor 3:5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 		sufficiency is of God;   (NASB)

MY SUFFICIENCY, MY ABILITY TO TEACH THE WORD OF GOD COMES FROM GOD.

I DO MY PART.  I LIVE HOLY, STUDY, AND AM A DOER AND NOT A HEARER ONLY.



WE NEED TO ALWAYS REMEMBER, IT IS THE GRACE OF GOD THAT ENABLES US TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY HE CALLED US TO.



THIS DOESN’T MEAN THAT IF SOMEONE WALKS OVER TO YOU AFTER YOU TEACH OR PREACH THE WORD AND SAYS, “THANK YOU, YOU REALLY BLESSED ME,” THAT YOU NEED TO SAY



“WELL, IT WASN’T ME.  IT WAS GOD.

 WELL, IT WAS YOU.  IT WAS GOD WORKING THROUGH YOU.”



REMEMBER WHAT I SAID EARLIER.  HUMILITY CAN BE MISTAKEN AS UNWORTHINESS TO A BABE IN CHRIST.





HUMILITY NEEDS TO BE IN OUR HEART AT ALL TIMES.





WE NEED TO GUARD OUR MOUTH FROM THE AFTER EFFECTS OF THE ANOINTING.



THE ANOINTING WILL MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE YOU CAN WALK ON WATER.





THE DEVIL WILL BE LOOKING FOR AN OPEN DOOR.  (THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK)  LOOK AND SEE WHO IS AROUND.  DO THEY KNOW YOUR HEART?  SOME NIGHTS AFTER I TEACH, I NEED TO GO STRAIGHT HOME.  (EXPLAIN)



#1  WE ALWAYS NEED TO REMEMBER TO LEAN ON GOD’S GRACE.



WE ALWAYS NEED TO REMEMBER THAT HE GIVES US OUR ABILITY.



TURN TO I COR 15:10

1 Cor 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without 		effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was 		with me.   (NIV)



TURN TO I TIM 1:12

1 Tim 1:12  And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted 		me faithful, putting me into the ministry;   (KJV)



WHO HAD ENABLED ME ?

WHY DID HE ENABLE PAUL?   BECAUSE HE WAS FAITHFUL.



WE NEED TO BE FAITHFUL IN ALL WE DO FOR THE LORD.





IF YOU ARE NOT FAITHFUL WITH WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU NOW,

YOU WILL NEVER SEE THE VISION GOD HAS PUT IN YOUR HEART COME TO PASS.



#2  FAITHFULNESS IS THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.  THE FRUIT OF OUR SPIRIT IS 		SAYING “NOT MY WILL, BUT YOUR WILL IN MY LIFE LORD.”



Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 			faithfulness,   (NASB)



IN CLOSING, TURN TO 2 TIMOTHY 2:1.

2 Tim 2:1  You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.   (NASB)



YOU NEED TO LEARN TO DRAW FROM THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.





VERSE TWO

2 Tim 2:2  And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 			witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.(NASB)



IF YOU ARE FAITHFUL, GOD WILL MAKE YOU ABLE.











































THE BELIEVER’S AUTHORITY



OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO JOHN 10:10.

THE AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER IS UNVEILED VERY CLEARLY IN THE FIRST THREE CHAPTERS OF EPHESIANS.

WE NEED TO READ THEM OVER AND OVER DAILY, UNTIL THEY BECOME LIFE TO US.



TURN TO EPH 6:12 

Eph 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 		powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 		in high places.   (KJV)



WE ARE NOT FIGHTING AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD.  

 (JOHN 8:32 & HOSEA 4:6)



A.  MARK 5:1-8    B.  GEN 1:26-28

WHAT IS AUTHORITY?

AUTHORITY IS DELEGATED POWER.  A POLICEMAN HAS AUTHORITY TO STOP A BUS OR A CAR.  (A MA-TA-TOO)

HE HAS DELEGATED POWER OF THE GOVERNMENT.

HE DOESN’T HAVE THE PHYSICAL POWER TO STOP A CAR OR BUS, DOES HE?



IN HIM, IN JESUS CHRIST, IN THE NAME OF JESUS, WE HAVE DELEGATED POWER OVER THE POWER OF THE ENEMY.

A.  HOW?  JOHN 20:16-29

B.  HEB 9:4-28

C.  JOHN 14:1-6

D.  ROM 9:16-19

E.  ROM 9:17  WE ARE RAISED IN THE POWER OF AUTHORITY FROM GOD.



TURN TO LUKE 10:19.

THIS JESUS SPEAKING IN THIS VERSE.

Luke 10:19  Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 		the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.   (KJV)



THE KING JAMES READS POWER, BUT THE FIRST GREEK WORD TRANSLATED POWER IN THIS VERSE MEANS AUTHORITY.

1849.  exousia, ex-oo-see’-ah; from G1832 (in the sense of ability); privilege, i.e. delegated influence:--authority,jurisdiction, liberty, power, right strength.

YOU AND I HAVE BEEN GIVEN DELEGATED AUTHORITY, DELEGATED POWER AND STRENGTH OVER ALL THE POWERS OF DARKNESS.



HOLD YOUR PLACE AND LOOK AT LUKE 9:1.



LUKE 10:19  IN THE NASB READS

Luke 10:19  "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and 		over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you.

 

WE SEE IN THE NASB THE GREEK WORD 1849. exousia, wx-oo-see’-ah;  RENDERED AUTHORITY.



YOU AND I HAVE BEEN GIVEN AUTHORITY IN THE NAME OF JESUS TO TREAD UPON.



THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED TREAD UPON IS; 3961.pateo, pat-eh’-o;

MEANING; to trample (lit. or fig.):--tread (down, under foot).



LISTEN TO THE MEANINGS OF THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED; serpents 3789. ophis, of’-is; prob. fromG3700 (through the idea of sharpness of vision); a snake, fig. (as a type of sly cunning) an artful malicious (wicked) person, Satan:--serpent.



LISTEN TO THE MEANINGS OF THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED; scorpions, 4651. skorpios, skor-pee’-os; prob.from an obsol. skerpo (perh. strengthened from the base of G4649 and mean. to pierce); a “scorpion” (from its sting):--scorpion.



THIS VERSE IS CLEARLY SPEAKING ABOUT THE POWERS OF DARKNESS THAT WE READ ABOUT IN EPHESIANS 6:12.

Eph 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 		powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,   (NKJV)



ACCORDING TO LUKE 10:19, JESUS HAS GIVEN TO EVERY BORN AGAIN BELIEVER THE AUTHORITY TO PUT A STOP TO THE ATTACKS OF SATAN AND HIS DEMONS ON OUR LIVES AND ON OUR FAMILIES.  



THE SECOND WORD IN THIS VERSE TRANSLATED POWER IS THE GREEK WORD; 1411, dunamis,doo’-nam-is; from G1410; force (lit. or fig.); spec. miraculous power (usually by impl. a miracle itself):--ability,power, strength,violence, mighty work.





THE DEVIL AND DEMONS ARE SPIRITS AND HAVE ABILITY, POWER AND STRENGTH, IF WE ALLOW THEM TO HAVE A PLACE OR AN OPPORTUNITY.



Eph 4:27  and do not give the devil an opportunity.   (NASB)

LUKE 10:19 IN THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE READS

Luke 10:19 Behold!  I have given you authority and power to trample upon serpents and 		scorpions, and [physical and mental strength and ability] over all the power of that 		the enemy [possesses];  and nothing shall in anyway harm you. (AMP)



THIS VERSE IS SO POWERFUL, WHEN IT BECOMES LIFE TO YOU.  HE HAS GIVEN YOU AND I AUTHORITY AND POWER IN HIM.   



Luke 10:20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but 		rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.



TURN TO COL 2:9 & 10.

Col 2:9  For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

Col 2:10  and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 		authority;   (NASB)   (Also Read Amplified Bible)



WHAT ARE THE GROUNDS FOR OUR AUTHORITY?



LET US READ COL 2:13 THROUGH 15.

Col 2:13  And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 		flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 			transgressions,

Col 2:14  having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and 		which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 		cross.

Col 2:15  When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 		them, having triumphed over them through Him.   (NASB)



THE NKJV READS

Col 2:15  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 		triumphing over them in it.



IN HIM, THROUGH THE NEW BIRTH, WE HAVE INHERITED THIS SAME POWER OVER THE POWERS OF EVIL.



TURN TO

II COR 5:20 & 21  (AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST)

IICOR 5:17-21  (AMPLIFIED BIBLE)



IT IS IN THE NAME OF JESUS, AND NOT THE NAME OF CHRIST OR THE NAME OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.  THE AUTHORITY IS IN THE NAME OF JESUS!

TURN TO JOHN 14.

VERSE 13

John 14:13  "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be 		glorified in the Son.

John 14:14  "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.   (NASB)



JESUS SAID, WHATEVER YOU ASK IN MY NAME, THAT I WILL DO.



THIS WORD IN THE GREEK MEANS TO DEMAND, OR TO COMMAND.



YOU AND I HAVE THE AUTHORITY AND POWER TO COMMAND THE DEVIL TO TAKE HIS HANDS OFF OF OUR CHURCH, OUR FAMILY AND OUR LIVES IN THE NAME OF JESUS.



JESUS SAID. WHATEVER YOU COMMAND IN MY NAME (JESUS) THAT I WILL DO, THAT MY FATHER WILL BE GLORIFIED.



LET US LOOK AT AN EXAMPLE OF COMMANDING.

Acts 3:6  Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you:  In 		the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”

Acts 3:7  And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet 		and ankle bones received strength.   (NKJV)



PETER COMMANDED THE POWERS OF DARKNESS TO LOOSE THIS MAN’S BODY BY USING HIS AUTHORITY IN THE NAME OF JESUS, RISE UP AND WALK.



WE NEED TO BIND THE DEVIL’S WORK AND LOOSE THE POWER OF GOD INTO THE SITUATION.



TURN TO MARK 3:27

Mark 3:27  No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will 		first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.   (KJV)



WE ALSO FIND THIS PRINCIPLE IN MATT 12:29.



HOW DOES THE BELIEVER BIND THE ENEMY?



TURN TO MATT 18:18.

Mat 18:18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 		heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.   (KJV)



WE ALSO FIND THIS IN MATT 16:19.

Mat 16:19  "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you shall bind 		on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be 		loosed in heaven."   (NASB)



These are not the keys of the Church but of the kingdom of heaven in the sense of ch. 13, i.e. the sphere of Christian profession. A key is a badge of power or authority (cp. Isa 22:22; Rev 3:7).  The apostolic history explains and limits this trust, for it was Peter who opened the door of Christian opportunity to Israel on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38-42) and to Gentiles in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10:34-38).  There was no assumption by Peter of any other authority (Acts 15:7-11).  In the council James, not Peter, seems to have presided (Acts 15:19; cp. Gal 2:11-14).  Peter claimed no more for himself than to be an apostle by gift (1 Pet 1:1) and an elder by office (1 Pet 5:1).  The power of binding and loosing was shared (Mat 18:18) by the apostles and other believers (John 20:22-23, Luke 24:33).  An illustration of Peter’s use of this authority as related to forgiveness (John 20:23) is given in Acts 10:43.  See also Paul’s use of it in Acts 13:38-39.  The keys of death and the place of departed spirits are held by the Lord Jesus Christ alone (Rev 1:18).   

This section is taken from The New Scofield Study Bible by Oxford University Press, Inc.

(ALSO SEE MARK 13:34)





I HAVE HEARD PEOPLE OVERSTEP THEIR AUTHORITY AND NULLIFY THEIR PRAYERS BECAUSE OF A LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.  THEY SAY WHILE PRAYING, “SATAN I CAST YOU INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, AND I COMMAND YOU NOT TO RETURN IN THE NAME OF JESUS.”





THIS COMMAND IS NOT FOR BELIEVERS.  

THIS COMMAND IS IN THE POWER OF THE LORD JESUS HIMSELF. 





Rev 1:18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 		and have the keys of hell and of death. ( KJV )

 

LISTEN TO JESUS SPEAKING IN MARK 13:34.

Mark 13:34  “It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority 		to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.   		(NKJV)



WHEN JESUS LEFT, HE COMMANDED THE BELIEVER TO USE HIS AUTHORITY AND KEEP WATCH OVER HIS HOUSE, WHICH IS THE CHURCH, AND THE CHURCH IS GOD’S PEOPLE.



LISTEN AS I READ THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE.

Mat 18:18 Truly I tell you, whatever, whatever you forbid and declare to be improper and 		unlawful on earth must be what is already forbidden in heaven, and whatever you 		permit and declare proper and lawful on earth must be what is already permitted in 		heaven.



THE BELIEVER’S AUTHORITY MUST BE USED IN LINE WITH THE WORD OF GOD.  FOR EXAMPLE, YOU CAN’T BIND SOMEONE’S WILL. GOD HAS GIVEN US A FREE WILL TO CHOOSE LIFE OR DEATH.



CAN YOU LOSE YOUR AUTHORITY?  YES!

REBELLION WILL COST YOU YOUR GOD GIVEN AUTHORITY.

PSALMS 106:40-43

Psa 106:40  Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against His people, And He 		abhorred His inheritance.

Psa 106:41  Then He gave them into the hand of the nations; And those who hated them 		ruled over them.

Psa 106:42  Their enemies also oppressed them, And they were subdued under their power.

Psa 106:43  Many times He would deliver them; They, however, were rebellious in their 		counsel, And so sank down in their iniquity.   (NASB)



THIS IS WHY THOSE CHRISTIANS THAT KNOW THEIR AUTHORITY SEEM TO HAVE NONE AT TIMES, BECAUSE THEY REBEL WHEN GOD IS DEALING WITH THEM IN AREAS OF THEIR LIFE THAT HE WANTS THEM TO CHANGE.



YOUR AUTHORITY IS ONLY PARALLEL TO YOUR RELATIONSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP WITH THE GOD HEAD, THE FATHER, SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT.



READ ABOUT THE SONS OF SCEVA.  (ACTS 19:14-16)
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						He is the Senior Pastor/Missionary of the Outreach Center

						as well as the Overseer of T.K.M. Worship Centres in Central

						and East Africa.  He is an ordained minister with WorldHarvest

						Ministers Network, founded by Dr. Lester Sumrall.

						

						The focus of his ministry is unfolding the truth of the Word of

						God through his anointed teaching gift. His ministry spans

						the globe as he continues to travel extensively as a missionary

						abroad, training up Pastors and leaders to prepare them for  d’s

						end time harvest. He has also written several Bible study  guides

						as well as numerous audio tape series, which are available for

						purchase through our Publications department.









True Knowledge Ministries International is a Bible teaching ministry that labors with all denominations that

have one thing in common, JESUS CHRIST is the only way of salvation. (Acts 4:10-12)

Our vision is to take the Gospel (the good news) of JESUS CHRIST to the world and to equip Christians

everywhere to become disciples, with practical Bible teaching that is applicable in every day life.

Being obedient to the great commission, we strive to be an outreach based ministry.



Some of the ways we are reaching out to the world are:



Feed The Church – A world wide outreach providing food to people in poverty and disaster stricken areas.

A ministry targeted for the church, but also a great evangelistic tool.



T.K.M.I. Ministerial Association – An international ministerial fellowship providing credentials, covering,

accountability and most importantly, a “spiritual father” relationship for “like-minded, like-spirited” ministers.



Internet Ministry – Featuring our world wide Website offering Real Audio Bible teachings including our

Short Wave Radio program, which broadcasts the teaching ministry of Pastor Lalli around the globe and also 

live television broadcast from our television station.



T.K.M.I. Broadcasting – We are currently on local cable, which operates throughout West Virginia Cable.

We are awaiting final FCC approval for local television stations, which will be operating on both VHF & 

UHF channels providing an outlet to deliver a “fresh word” from the Lord to thousands of homes daily.

        

World Missions – Holding conference for Church leaders in many different countries preparing them in God’s

Word, principles and order.



T.K.M.I. Publications – This department heads up the book and training manual publishing and audio cassette

series production for our ministry and other ministries as well.  It also includes a full line retail bookstore.



T.K.M.I. Bible Training Center – This is a school designed to offer practical ministry training that offers

courses throughout the year including classroom instruction and also video satellite locations.



Mannington Outreach Center – This is the home of T.K.M. INT’L. We welcome you to come worship with

Pastor Lalli and the entire congregation of the Outreach Center.  

Service times are:  Sunday 10:00 a.m. and Thursday 7:00 p.m.



True Knowledge Ministries International

P.O. Box 46   113 Buffalo St.   Mannington, WV  26582   USA

Office Phone: (304)986-2896,2895   Fax/Voice Mail: (304)986-2895   

Business Hours: Mon – Fri  / 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

E-mail: tkm@westco.net   Website: www.tkmi.org
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