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The Old Has Passed Away- 

Expect The Fresh And New To Come!

We have just celebrated the joyous Christmas season, and now we are getting ready to enter into a brand new year. We, as Christians, are admonished to be Christ-like. The ultimate picture of God’s love is giving. He gave His only begotten Son Jesus. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV) 

During the Christmas season, there is a spirit of giving that is evident throughout the earth. Having a giving heart truly pleases God, but as with all things, we must use wisdom even in this. Maybe we spent too much money, for one reason or another, and are now faced with the after affects of debt. The key, with any mistake we make, is to recognize where we missed the mark and be quick to repent. I John 1:9 is our life buoy. God said in vs. 9 “But if we confess our sins, he will forgive our sins, because we can trust God to do what is right. He will cleanse us from all the wrongs we have done.” (NCV)

Don’t allow guilt and condemnation to stop you from a brand new beginning that God is offering you. Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (KJV) We can have a fresh start in any area that we desire, if we repent (stop, turn around, and go in the other direction) and let go of our past mistakes. This is more than just a new exercise program, a new budget, or even a new diet; it’s a new mindset of letting go of our past failures and running towards our future victories.

We cannot make the mistake of thinking mere willpower will propel us into the new beginnings. We can only do what God is calling us to do through His grace (His power working through us, enabling us to do what we are not able to do in the flesh). Philippians 4:13 I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him who infuses inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency]. (AMP) If we can get a grasp on this scripture then it will truly relieve us of self-imposed pressure.

In II Corinthians 5:17, the picture of the new birth is depicted. Vs. 17 “Therefore if any person if [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!” (AMP) But we can also apply this to our everyday walk in reaching for the prize of the high calling. Paul said in Philippians 3:14 I keep trying to reach the goal and get the prize for which God called me through Christ to the life above. (NCV) This scripture is an ongoing process. We are to continually reach for the prize.

We know that with God numbers are significant. The year 2010 is the year of redemption. Let this be the year of a fresh start and redeeming what was lost in the past. It’s never too late to start fresh. God is a God of new beginnings. Be encouraged and expect the fresh and new to come!
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