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Our Civic Responsibilities

Voting is one of the many “rights” that we have as Americans, but how many of us are actually exercising this important right?

Proverbs 29:2 When the [uncompromisingly] righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked man rules, the people groan and sigh. (Amplified)

I have not heard an abundance of rejoicing, but groaning and sighing have come through loud and clear lately. We can’t complain, if we have not taken action to correct the situation.

According to wiki.answers.com, during the 2008 presidential election, there were 132,645,504 total voters out of an eligible voting age population of 212,702,354, which gives you a 62.4% participation rate.

Proverbs 11:11 By the blessing of the influence of the upright and God's favor [because of them] the city is exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. (Amplified)

Some people say that their vote doesn’t matter, because their candidate was not elected. Since when does our responsibility, before our Lord, depend on what everyone else does? As a minister, I am responsible to teach the Bible, but I am not responsible for what the people do with that teaching. They will give an account to God for their own actions.

We have been given the right and responsibility to influence government. We are free to vote our convictions and beliefs. When I think about those in other countries who risk their lives in order to cast a vote, I am embarrassed over the complacency of those who live here in the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Romans 12:21 Do not let yourself be overcome by evil, but overcome (master) evil with good. (Amplified)

How do we overcome evil with good? We use all of the tools that God has made available for us.

1 Timothy 2:1 First of all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men. (Amplified)

If we are in constant fellowship with Him, then we will be watching and listening for His direction. He will show us how and what to pray… and how and what to vote!

Ephesians 6:19 And [pray] also for me, that [freedom of] utterance may be given me, that I may open my mouth to proclaim boldly the mystery of the good news (the Gospel). (Amplified)

Everyone will not be called to run for public office, but every Christian is called to be bold as a lion and to speak up for righteousness in the government.

James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. (KJV)

Knowledge gives us the ability to make right decisions. Our decisions must be based upon what God says is righteous.

According to Romans chapter one, homosexuality, abortion/murder, deceitfulness and greed, to name a few, fall into the category of unrighteousness. Whenever we vote for candidates that approve of unrighteousness or will not stand against it, we become partakers with them.

Psalm 1:1 Blessed (Happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviable) is the man who walks and lives not in the counsel of the ungodly [following their advice, their plans and purposes], nor stands [submissive and inactive] in the path where sinners walk, nor sits down [to relax and rest] where the scornful [and the mockers] gather. (Amplified)

When we vote for righteousness, God will give our leaders the necessary wisdom for health care, jobs, environmental issues, foreign policy, and how to protect our country from terrorists.
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