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Are You Walking Under the 

Law or Grace?
Galatians 3:10 (NASB)

10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them.”

In this article, I’m going to give you some food for thought.  Many standards given to us in the New Testament are called legalism today. If you attend a church that teaches tithing, outward appearance, submission, or striving to live a sinless life, many Christians would label that church as legalistic or controlling. Our culture has worked its way into the church, because the church hasn’t worked its way into our culture. How did this happen? (Galatians 1:6-10) 

What is legalism? Legalism is not what you do, but why you do what you do. Many born-again believers attend church because they don’t want anything bad to happen to them. I call these believers time-watchers. They look at their watch waiting for the service to end. The reason we need to go to church is in Hebrews 10:25. We should want to go to church to give God honor for what he has done for us.

What about teaching tithing? Jesus personally endorsed tithing in Matthew 23:23. Some say tithing is under the law, but that’s not scriptural. Abraham was a tither (Genesis 14:19-20). That was hundreds of years before God gave Moses the law. In Hebrews 7:8, we find them paying tithe 35 years after the death of Jesus. Many preachers have pounded the church and taught that if you don’t tithe you are cursed.

The curse in Malachi 3:9 is not the curse of the law in Galatians 3:13, which Christ has redeemed the believers from. The curse Malachi is speaking about is a self-imposed curse caused by disobedience. What is the curse of the Lord? (Proverbs 3:33) The curse is simply the absence of God in that area of our life. Believers should tithe out of their love and appreciation for the Lord. No amount of money could purchase what He has done for us. (Ephesians 2:8-9). God is love (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). God doesn’t curse us; the curse is here on earth (Genesis 3:17). 

What about our outward appearance? Does it trouble God by what we wear to church? Absolutely not, but how we dress can show the level of respect and honor we want to express to others. Would you show up at your best friend’s wedding in a t-shirt and shorts? Only if it was a beach wedding, but not at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in Manhattan. Again, legalism is not what you do, but rather why you do what you do.

Do you dress to go to church so that God will accept you? This legalism is in your own heart. Why don’t you dress nice for the Lord? Maybe you don’t want to be told what to do. Do you dress up all week for work and don’t want to dress up for church, because you’re on your own time?  I dress nice to honor my Lord Jesus, the Head of the church. This is not about culture. It’s my way of showing honor to God. If we have a service out at our farm under a tent, I wear shorts and a short-sleeve shirt. I’m still honoring God because my heart is on Him. Grace is given to us to serve God (Hebrews 12:28). Let us not receive the grace of God in vain. (II Corinthians 6:1). “Food For Thought”
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